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President’s Column

Hi All,
I’d like to thank all of you who attended the Titletown Train
Show in Green Bay on April 27 this year. We had approximately
40 people attend the Saturday evening banquet and what a treat it
was for all of us. We had a panel of six retired GBW employees
who gave their accounts of running the GBW in its last days, and
then starting with the Wisconsin Central. Sounds like they had a
mess on their hand! It was excellent to hear their stories. This
Society could not have pulled this off if it wasn’t for Bob Wandel
and Bill Christopher who went the extra miles to get everything
arranged. Hats off to these gentlemen. Also more thanks are in
order to John Hagen, Andy Laurent and Mark Mathu for manning
the sales table and selling our wares. Excellent job, guys.
We cannot thank Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hainstock enough for
donating the rest of their late son Bob’s HO model railroad inventory for sale to our Society members and the general public. We
have six boxes of locomotives, freight cars, passenger cars and
miscellaneous items. Unfortunately we do not have any GBW
material left in this collection. You can call or email myself, John
Hagen or Mark Mathu for a list of the materials for sale.
We would also like to thank Doug McGee, Keith Johnson and
the Central Wisconsin Model Railroaders for their generous monetary donations to the Society. Their support enables us to extend
our reach in our goal of preserving the GBW’s history and making
it accessible
We had a great turnout – about 30 people – at our second annual GBW Retirees Picnic on June 1 at Plover’s Heritage Park.
The greatest thing is listening to the retirees talk about their experiences on the GBW. If you don’t show up, you always miss
something, because the stories are unbelievable! You can’t put a
price on that.
(continued on page 14)

On The Cover
A pair of “500s,” GBW’s famous FA1s, climb the hill toward
Oneida with train no. 1 on April 30, 1961. Stan Mailer photo,
Mailer-Luedke collection

Contributions Wanted!
We are always looking for articles, photographs, or any other
information for publication in Green Bay and Western Lines.
Digital files are preferred, either by e-mail or disk, but all material is welcome and we will take it any way we can get it. Photographs should be scanned at least 3000 pixels wide, preferably
JPEG, TIFF or PSD formats, but we can work with most digital
formats. We can scan prints and slides and will return all materials promptly. If you have any questions, please contact the editor.
We are working on articles on these topics and we solicit anything
you might have on them. Thank you!
C430 no. 315
The 1965 Mississippi River flood
German POW trains to Sturgeon Bay

GBWHS Annual Meeting in Green Bay
About 40 people attended the GBWHS Annual Meeting in
Green Bay on Saturday, April 27, 2013. The highlight was a panel
discussion of retired GBW employees talking about their experiences in the time leading up to, during, and after the GBW’s takeover by the Wisconsin Central. Pictured above, from left, are Engineer Frank Fitzgerald; Labor Relations Manager John Switzer;
Engineer Val Campbell; Conductor Dan Luedke; Conductor Bob
Vander Leest; Engineer Joe Lemerond; and moderator Bill Christopher. The final saga of the GBW’s long history was a difficult
and momentous time, and these gentlemen had a unique front-row
perspective of the end of this fascinating railroad. The discussion was recorded as part of our effort to build an oral history of
the GBW, and excerpts will be featured in the next issue of GBW
Lines.
Also at the meeting, Dan Luedke was awarded an Honorary

Call for Calendar Photos!

Membership in the Green Bay & Western Historical Society. Dan
is only the fourth recipient of this honor. The GBWHS Board of
Directors unanimously awarded this honor to Dan in recognition
of, and gratitude for, the many ways he has helped the GBWHS
and furthered the cause of preserving the GBW’s history.
Dan is the most prolific author in our magazine, having written the excellent and still-continuing series on Kewaunee Division
operations and carferry history, as well as this month’s tribute to
his friend, Stan Mailer. He owns the most comprehensive photo
collection of the GBW (which was compiled by Stan in the process
of producing the definitive history of the GBW), and has helped
the GBWHS immensely by making the Mailer-Luedke collection
available to us. Dan has promoted the GBWHS at GBW retiree
dinners and other events. And, like so many GBW employees, Dan
is an all-around great guy. If you’ve ever talked to him, you’ve
learned something you didn’t know about the GBW. He richly deserves this award.
Below, Bill Christopher (left), GBWHS Editor, presents the
award to Dan Luedke. Both photos by Mark Mathu

The GBWHS will publish a GBW calendar for 2014!
We encourage you to submit your photos of the Green Bay
& Western, along with caption information. Our deadline
for contributions is September 16, 2013. We prefer digital contributions (scanned prints or slides), but if you don’t
have a scanner, we will be happy to scan them for you and
return them promptly. The calendar will be in color, although black and white contributions are welcome.
Scans should be at least 3600 pixels wide and 2800 pixels tall. Please do not make any exposure, color correction,
or any other adjustments to the scans; for technical reasons,
we need to handle that on our end. JPEG, TIFF or PSD formats are preferred, but we can work with almost any format.
If you submit JPEG images, please save them at the highest
quality setting you can.
All photos will be properly credited. Please send all
photos or scans to Bill Christopher, Editor, at the address
listed on the masthead on Page 2. More information on the
calendar will be available in future issues of GBW Lines.
Thanks for your help in making our first GBW calendar
possible!
Volume 5, Number 2 ~ Page 3

A Tribute To

Stan Mailer
by Dan Luedke

Stanley Hanks Mailer, indisputably the most important Green Bay
& Western historian of all, passed away in Dallas, Texas on April 2,
2013 at the age of 78. Stan, who authored the definitive history of the
railroad, was born on September 13, 1934 in Montclair, New Jersey,
but he spent most of his life in Wisconsin. He grew up in Madison,
where he was able to photograph the last of steam power on the Milwaukee Road and the Chicago and North Western in the late 1940s and
early ‘50s.
His first encounter with the Green Bay and Western was on a hot
summer day in 1949. While on a family trip from Madison to northern
Wisconsin, they crossed the GBW at Plover. To the east a train was
approaching. They waited and in a few minutes the big GBW 2-8-2
no. 402 pulled up to the water tower and stopped. Work Extra 402
was pushing the GBW Jordan Spreader X-190. Stan said the engine
looked brand new (it was actually 12 years old), but it was spotless
with its green and white-edged running boards and large porcelain red
and white Green Bay Route herald on the tender. The stage was now
set for a lifelong journey for photos and the history of the GBW.
Jim Scribbins (left) and an 18-year-old Stan Mailer wait for
steam on the Illinois Central near Monticello, Wisconsin on
October 4, 1952. Mailer-Luedke collection
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ter, Larry Easton, Fred Tonne, and GBW
employees Tom Van Dreese, Ben Erickson, Ralph Stutleen, and others contributed photos and information for his
GBW book.
From 1960 to ‘67 Stan worked at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison Book
Store. He also worked at the Baraboo
Museum helping them with their art
design. It was at this time in the early
1960s that he became a charter member
of the Mid-Continent Railway Museum
at North Freedom, Wisconsin. He volunteered many hours of his time there in
the museum’s early years. He also photographed the arrival of each piece of
equipment.
In June 1967 he moved from Madison to Milwaukee and began working on
his Bachelor of Arts degree in art at UWStan Mailer (right) clowns around with his brother Andrew’s spare glasses at
Milwaukee. He also started working for
Christmastime 2007. Mailer family collection
The Milwaukee Journal.
In 1952 he hired out as a fireman on the C&NW in Madison.
In spring 1968 he left UW-M and moved to North Freedom
I don’t know if he ever worked on a steam engine, but he did talk where he volunteered his time and lived in a caboose over the
about the “new” GP7s. In October 1952 a workforce reduction summer and into the fall. He then moved into a “big old house” in
was made on the C&NW and Stan was laid off.
Baraboo where he paid rent until the following spring.
In 1953 and ‘54 Stan attended UW-Madison and enrolled in
In the spring of 1969 he returned to UW-M for summer and
art classes. From 1954 to ‘56 he was also in the Naval Reserve fall courses and also to his job at the Milwaukee Journal, making
and served on the 459-foot ammunition ship AE-17 U.S.S. Great his home in Milwaukee.
Sitkin. The ship launched on January 20, 1945, and supported the
In 1972 he completed his coursework towards his degree at
U.S. Navy’s 6th Fleet in the Atlantic and Mediterranean.
In the late 1950s and early ‘60s Stan made several trips around
the country and into Canada to photograph the last of steam. His
Canadian National and Canadian Pacific steam photos and color
slides are superb. He also visited logging railroads and short lines
in the western U.S. and Canada, including narrow gauge in Colorado and New Mexico. Back in the Midwest in the same time period he also made many trips to the GBW; the Duluth, South Shore
and Atlantic; the Lake Superior and Ishpeming; the Soo Line; the
Ahnapee & Western; and the Escanaba & Lake Superior. Although
not a big fan of the bigger railroads, he did shoot a fair amount of
Milwaukee Road and C&NW. Next to the GBW, the Chicago,
St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha (the “Omaha Road,” a C&NW
subsidiary) and the Minneapolis & St. Louis were also on his list
of favorites. The steam era was his favorite time period; for Stan,
the older the better.
Although he took a lot more color slides than he cared to admit, his expertise lay in the darkroom with black and white negatives. A meticulous printer, he would spend literally hours on just a
few prints to get the quality he wanted. He would buy, borrow and
trade negatives and prints from numerous railroad photographers
across the country, both older and younger in age. In some cases
he would make extra prints for the owner of the negatives. A lot of
times the owner would tell Stan that his prints were better than any
the owner had from their own negatives! Stan was always thankful to the older photographers who would lend him their negatives. He had high praise for Clayton C. Tinkham, Earl Ruhland,
Roy Campbell, Ed Wilson, R. Graham, William Monypeny, Ed
Selinsky, Brad Kniskern, Eric Swanson, Ken Zurn, Neil Torssell,
and Hank Lefebvre. Good friends Jim Scribbins, Ray BuhrmasVolume 5, Number 2 ~ Page 5

UW-M. He also took a part-time job at Professional Budget Plan,
printing business forms, and then started working for Kalmbach
Publishing, while continuing his job at the Milwaukee Journal.
In 1973, after one and a half years, he left Kalmbach Publishing and began work on the GBW book. He continued his job at the
Milwaukee Journal.
In 1975 he returned to UW-M and took 12 credits a semester
in history courses and completed 30 to 35 credits while he continued to work at the Milwaukee Journal. During this time, Stan
wrote several articles for magazines and newspapers. He did an article for the Green Bay Press-Gazette on the arrival of the GBW’s
400 class 2-8-2 Mikados in 1937. The half-page article appeared
in the Press Gazette’s Sunday, April 25, 1976 edition and was titled
“Remember An Engine Called Mike?” He used a photo of the 401
at 12th Avenue in Green Bay breaking in its new running gear. The
same photo is in Stan’s GBW book at the top of page 265.
In February and April 1978 he wrote a two-part article on the
GBW for Model Railroader Magazine as part of the MR series on
“A Railroad You Can Model.” It featured many GBW photos and a
track plan for the Kewaunee Division for modelers.
In the August 1984 edition of Trains magazine, he wrote an article on the Omaha Road’s Northwoods Motor Train “The Namekagon,” which ran from Minneapolis to Ashland. The Omaha was
another of Stan’s favorite roads. Throughout his life, Stan’s photos
and articles appeared in many railroad publications. His writing
and photo selection made the articles most interesting and very
informative, especially for the railfan who wanted to get down to
the “nuts and bolts” of railroad operations.
In January 1980 while continuing his Journal job, he started
working as a dispatcher for the River Hills (Wisconsin) Police
Train no. 1 is cruising west at about 45 mph at milepost
36 east of New London on July 4, 1973. We can only
imagine Stan firing his cumbersome Speed-Graphic
with one hand and steering his elderly Volvo with the
other. Stan Mailer photo, Mailer-Luedke collection
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Department where he worked for 7½ years, while he continued to
work on the GBW book.
In the fall of 1989 the GBW book was sent to Hundman Publishing Co. in Edmonds, Washington, for printing. The plan was to
have it out for Christmas buyers. It just barely made it. Stan was
disappointed that it took 16 years to complete the GBW project.
However, gathering all of the information and photos that Stan
felt he needed to do the GBW book was no small task. It was well
worth the wait.
Stan’s next big project was a book on the Omaha Road. The
CStPM&O in its early years was a lot like the GBW. This book
was also published by Hundman and released in 2004. Like the
GBW book, it’s a treasure of photos and information on the Omaha
Road.
Stan’s final plan was to do a third book on the DSS&A, another of his favorite roads. Once again he had assembled a large number of photos and much information for the project. Unfortunately
his deteriorating health prevented him from starting the project.
By 2004 Stan’s health was failing. After several falls and two
hospital stays, a series of tests revealed the start of Parkinson’s
disease. Stan was advised that he could not stay alone and had to
find a place to live, such as a Veteran’s Adminstration, nursing, or
assisted living home. Instead, in 2005, Stan moved to Dallas to live
with his brother Andrew and Andrew’s wife Roberta. He was able
to stay with them until 2009 when he finally needed the extended
care of assisted living. As his health continued to decline, he had
to move to a nursing home in January 2010. His mobility was severely restricted and he was confined to a wheelchair.
On March 31, Easter Sunday of this year, Stan’s blood pressure dropped dangerously low and he was taken from the nursing
home to the hospital. The Mailers were notified that Stan’s coronary arteries were closing and his system would shut down in 48
hours. On Tuesday, April 2, Stan was taken back to the nursing
home, attended by a hospice nurse. He passed away at 6:15 that
evening. He was 78. Stan was cremated and will return home to
Wisconsin in the near future. His final resting place is undetermined at this time.

Jeff Tomaschefsky washes DL640 318 in
Norwood Shops on February 12, 1980.
Stan Mailer photo, Mailer-Luedke collection

My recollections of Stan
I first met Stan in the summer of 1972. I was working the 2:30
p.m. yard job at 12th Avenue at Norwood Yard and we had just
finished making up train no. 1. I was sitting on the bench in front
of the yard office waiting for no. 1’s power to come up from the
roundhouse and get on their train. A fellow was taking some photos of the engine we had that day on the lead job which was freshly
washed RS2 303. Now a railfan taking pictures at 12th Avenue was
surely nothing new; in fact it happened just about every day.
What got my attention was his camera. It was the biggest camera I had ever seen. When he finished shooting the 303 I invited
him to sit down on the bench with me. We started talking and I
asked about the camera. Stan said, “Oh, it’s just an old SpeedGraphic like the press used in the 1920-1940 era. I like the large
4x5 negatives as I do most of my own printing in 8x10 and 11x14
sizes.” I was impressed. We introduced ourselves to each other and
exchanged mailing addresses and phone numbers.
He then told me he had been with Mr. McGee all afternoon in
the main office. He said he wanted to talk to Mr. McGee about doing a two-part story on the GBW for Trains magazine. After talking to Mr. McGee for awhile and explaining what he wanted to do,
Weldon looked at him and said, “Heck, Stan, why don’t you just

do a book on the GBW? We will open up our files and records and
the photos we have stored up in the attic. I will help you any way
I can.” Stan agreed to do the book and the rest is history. He made
countless trips to the main office to go through the AFE (Authorization for Expenditure) files, dispatcher sheets, timetables, old
bulletins and the photos the GBW had. Mr. McGee let Stan take
artifacts off the property to have copy negatives made of the items.
Stan always returned the items as soon as he was finished with
them and even reorganized them up in the attic of the main office.
On the night of Friday, February 11, 1977, Stan was in Merrillan awaiting the arrival of No. 1. He was going to shoot some
winter scenes on the west end and wanted to get a few shots of the
crew change at the Merrillan depot. No. 1 arrived at about 3 a.m.
and when engineer Mike Schultz got off the engine he walked over
to Stan and told him the main office in Green Bay was on fire and
it looked like it could not be saved. Stan was stunned. He told me
he felt sick. He had just returned a bunch of artifacts that he had
borrowed, including the original GBW&StP color lithograph 1887
print of the St. Paul Ice Palace winter carnival. All of these items
were lost in the fire. Fortunately he had copy negatives made of
some of the items, including the 1887 poster, but the originals were
gone forever. Most of the original timetables were lost, but I had
continued on page 10
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“They were down on their knees, 5 or 6 MPH at the most, both
engines wide open in the 8th notch, but surprisingly very little smoke.
You could smell the hot traction motors as the engines went by. The
train had to be 80 or 90 cars long and when the caboose went by,
the speed was still 5 or 6 MPH. It was a long grind, but they made it.”
No. 1 assaults the hill east of Amherst Junction on May 14, 1975.
Stan Mailer photo, Mailer-Luedke collection
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Freshly rebuilt RS20 305 switches the Ann Arbor’s
MV Arthur K. Atkinson at Kewaunee on August 4,
1973. Stan Mailer photo, Mailer-Luedke collection
continued from page 7
purchased a large selection of GBW timetables from a collector in
Iowa in the early 1970s. These went back to the 1930s and 40s and
I already had all of them from the late 1940s to 1977; that pretty
well filled in the gap that Stan needed for the book.
The one thing Stan enjoyed most about collecting information for the GBW book was talking to employees. One of his favorite stories from the mid-1930s was when the McGee management team arrived from Texas to run the railroad. One of the first
changes they made was to start retiring the 4-4-0 locomotives.
These were still being used on no. 1 and 2 which were still all
passenger consists. Weldon McGee told Stan, when he informed
an old veteran locomotive department supervisor from the Frank
Seymour era that the 4-4-0s were being replaced, the man said
“with what?” Weldon said the 2-6-0 Moguls would be the new passenger train engines. The man looked at Weldon in utter shock and
said, “You mean you’re going to put those GREAT BIG FREIGHT
ENGINES on the passenger trains?” Stan said he and Weldon
laughed for several minutes after that story.
I would always call or write Stan to inform him of how things
were going on the GBW. He was there for the arrival of new equipment such as the 20 series gondolas, the 90 series 60-ft. boxcars,
and we were at Kewaunee when the Hornell units 320 and 321
came off the ferry in March 1980. If he couldn’t make it on the
exact day, you could bet he would be there within a couple of days.
He was there the day the RS2s 301 and 303 left for Arizona and the
day the 304 left for the Michigan Northern. He was there the day
RS27 901 arrived and the day it came out of the paint shop as the
318. He was there many times as the RS3s were rebuilt into RS20s.
When the 305 came out of the shop as an RS20, it was broken in on
no. 4, the day Kewaunee job. Stan got to ride the job to Kewaunee
and really enjoyed it. He was well known on the property by all
employees, especially during the McGee era. The Ann Arbor and
C&O car ferry operation were of great interest to Stan. He rode to
Frankfort and Ludington several times from Kewaunee.
He was interested in the history of the west end of the GBW,
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especially the floods that washed out the railroad at Winona and
along the Trempealeau River Valley and the great Hatfield Dam
disaster in 1911 which almost repeated itself in the late 1970s. In
August 1975 I informed Stan of washouts on the west end and that
no. 1 and 2 were detouring on the Milwaukee Road from Wisconsin Rapids to New Lisbon to LaCrosse. A week later a package of 8x10 photos arrived of no. 2 running on the Milwaukee at
LaCrosse and blasting out of the tunnel at Tunnel City. He just
packed up his 1960s era “gray ghost” Volvo, as he called it, and
went west for a few days.
Stan loved his Volvos and had several over the years that I
knew him. One of them, I remember, had a Whitcomb diesel builder’s plate bolted to the dash! Not a big EMD fan, he made up for
it with his interest in Alcos, Fairbanks-Morse, Baldwins and early
GEs such as Ahnapee & Western’s 70 tonners. He covered the last
days of Alcos on the Milwaukee at LaCrosse and Wausau and on
the C&NW Winona to Huron, South Dakota line. He and I made
trips to Upper Michigan to visit the Alcos and GEs on the LS&I
and the last Milwaukee Road FM H16-66 524 at Escanaba on
April 13, 1976, used in the CNW-Milwaukee ore pool. The CNW
was replacing all the H16-66s with the Alco C628s they acquired
from the Norfolk & Western. We then visited the Baldwins of the
E&LS at Wells, Michigan.
There are many things I learned from Stan the photographer.
Stan always preferred a “bright overcast” day. He liked enough
sun to light up the subject, but not enough sun to cause shadows.
He said you can then photograph the subject from any side or angle. He also said the very best time of the year to photograph the
GBW was October. The next best time was April or May. In summer months the sun was directly overhead and caused problems.
Winter was also good, but daylight was short.
He liked night photography, and was quite good at it. On
a September night in 1976 I was working the 2:45 p.m. Cheese
House job. We had RS2 304 which was getting close to its last
days on the GBW before being sold to Michigan Northern. We
were sitting outside the Atlas Cold Storage complex on Morrow

St. waiting for the dock crews to close the car doors so we could
give them a switch. At about 9 p.m. Stan drove up in his Volvo. We
started talking and he mentioned about taking a time exposure of
the 304. So I had the engineer turn on the rear number board lights
and the rear headlight on dim. Stan said “perfect.” He then pulled
out his old Speed-Graphic 4x5. I asked “where is your tripod?” He
said “right here,” as he rested the camera on the roof of his Volvo!
This photo was printed at the top of page 323 of his book, and at
the bottom of this page. Excellent.
In November 1967, before I knew him, he rode the Milwaukee Road’s Copper Country Limited train no. 9 from Milwaukee
to Calumet, Michigan. While the train was stopped at Green Bay,
Channing and Champion, Michigan, he took some time exposures.
This time they were 35mm color slides; they turned out very nice.
There are not a lot of photos of no. 9 and 10 as they ran at night.
Stan did have some other slides of the train that he took in the
daytime in the Calumet area in the early 1960s while he visited
the DSS&A.
You might wonder, of the thousands of photos that Stan took
over the years, if I have a favorite. That would really be an impossible pick. I enjoy them all. There is one, however, that would be
near the top of my list. He took it on May 14, 1975. The location
was three miles east of Amherst Junction at the County Highway
B crossing, between mileposts 66 and 67. Westbound no. 1 was
struggling on Amherst Hill. The long heavy underpowered train
had the 316 in the lead and a C424, probably the 312 or 313.
Stan told me, “They were down on their knees, 5 or 6 MPH
at the most, both engines wide open in the 8th notch, but surprisingly very little smoke. You could smell the hot traction motors
as the engines went by. The train had to be 80 or 90 cars long and
when the caboose went by, the speed was still 5 or 6 MPH. It was
a long grind, but they made it.” The photo is a ¾ view from the
engineer’s side with the low sun shining directly on the nose of the

316. It shows the train stretched out behind the engines and about
40 cars back, the rear of the train just dropping out of sight, which
dramatically shows the grade elevation. For some reason Stan only
printed a few 8x10s and never used it in any publications; as far as
we know, it is first published here on pages 8 and 9. He later gave
me the negative.
After his GBW book came out in 1989, we didn’t see each
other as much. He was then working on his Omaha book in the
1990s and with the sale of the GBW to the WC in 1993 I think Stan
had a hard time coming to terms with the end of the GBW. It’s a
good thing he had his Omaha book to keep him going. We traded
letters and phone calls but visits were few.
In the fall of 2004 Stan called Bob Kirschling and me to see
if we could help him sell his photo collection. Bob and I went to
Milwaukee with Bob’s pickup truck and brought back four filing
cabinets of 8x10 photos which were stored at Bob’s house. We
then started selling them at train shows and sending the money to
Stan in Dallas where he had moved to live with his brother Andy.
The last time Bob and I saw Stan was in the last week of April
2007 when his brother Andy drove him to Green Bay for the Titletown Train Show and his GBWHS honorary membership presentation on April 28, 2007. Stan thoroughly enjoyed his visit here
that week and meeting some of his old friends at the two-day train
show. He sold and autographed both his GBW and Omaha books
plus many of his photos. There were plans for him to return the following year for the next show, but his declining health would not
allow the trip. Bob Kirschling and I would like to thank Andy for
bringing Stan back to Green Bay in 2007 and also for having him
move to Dallas so he wasn’t alone the last few years.
We have lost a good friend, but sure have a lot of good memories. He left us thousands of photos and two great books. I think
the best way to remember and honor him is to enjoy his work and
pass it on to others. I’m sure he would be pleased!

With help from his friend the author, Stan shot RS2 304 working the Cheese House
Job in Green Bay in September 1976. Stan Mailer photo, Mailer-Luedke collection
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Stan Mailer’s artistic skills, and his passion for small railroads, are obvious in his watercolor of a turn-of-the-century DSS&A
train running east along Marquette Bay after leaving Marquette, Michigan. Gift to Dan Luedke
Below, train no. 2, with RS11 309 and C424 313, departs Black Creek in dramatic evening light in June 1976. Stan Mailer
photo, Mailer-Luedke collection
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C424 312’s unique paint scheme is fresh out of Norwood
Shops as it leads train no. 4, the Day Kewaunee Job, at
milepost K22 west of Casco Junction on February 25, 1982.
Stan Mailer photo, Mailer-Luedke collection

GBWHS 2013 Election Results
The GBHWS held its 2013 election in conjunction with the
Annual Meeting in Green Bay on April 27, 2013. The previous
eight members of the Board of Directors were re-elected, and we
welcome a new board member, Nathan Dahms.
Because the GBWHS has recently enacted new Bylaws,
members voted for nine Directors in 2013. All eight Directors of
the previous Board ran for reelection. In addition, there was one
open Director’s position with no candidate nominated. The voting
concluded at the Annual Meeting held at Green Bay, Wisconsin,
on April 27, 2013; a total of 48 ballots were cast. The results are:
Candidates for one-year terms beginning April 27, 2013:
Steven Koth, Sr.: 46 votes (elected)
Robert Schoneman: 45 votes (elected)
Robert Wandel, Jr.: 45 votes (elected)
Candidates for two-year terms beginning April 27, 2013:
Ross W. Rossier: 46 votes (elected)
John Hagen: 46 votes (elected)
Write-in candidates:
Nathan Dahms: 3 votes (elected)
Leroy Schlorf, Jr.: 2 votes
Dan Luedke: 1 vote
Candidates for three-year terms beginning April 27, 2013:
Bill Christopher: 45 votes (elected)
Lawrence Misiewicz: 44 votes (elected)
Robert Welke: 48 votes (elected)
After the election, at 10:09 p.m. Saturday, April 27, 2013, the
new Board of Directors convened a meeting with seven Directors
present (Koth, Schoneman, Wandel, Rossier, Hagen, Christopher,
Misiewicz) and elected the following directors to the offices indicated. These are the same offices these directors held before the
election. The meeting was adjourned at 10:12 p.m.
President: Ross W. Rossier
Vice-President: Steven Koth, Sr.
Secretary: Robert Schoneman
Treasurer: Robert Wandel, Jr.

Pursuant to the recently-adopted Bylaws of the Society, for
this year only, this election filled all nine positions on the Society’s
Board of Directors with varying terms of office, from one to three
years in length. This will produce staggered terms in future elections, similar to the U.S. Senate. After 2013, future elections will
elect three Directors every year for three year terms, as prescribed
by the new Bylaws.
The next election will be held in the spring of 2014, and will
conclude at the GBWHS Annual Meeting in Green Bay on Saturday, April 26, 2014. Members will elect three Directors for threeyear terms for the positions currently held by Steven Koth, Sr.,
Robert Schoneman, and Robert Wandel, Jr.
If you are a GBWHS member and are interested in running for
Director, please contact any of the current directors. The Board of
Directors of the Green Bay & Western Historical Society thanks
you for your participation and your support.

In Memoriam
GBW switchman, yard foreman Gerald E. Clark, 81,
passed away in Green Bay on May 22, 2013. Gerry started
on the GBW on August 28, 1953. He retired in 1991 after
38 years service. He served in the U.S. Marine Corps during
the Korean War.
GBW engineer James R. Saunders, 78, passed away in
Green Bay on May 24, 2013. Jim started on the GBW on
September 5, 1958 as a fireman and was promoted to engineer on December 25, 1965. He retired in 1993, one day
after the Wisconsin Central takeover. He had 35 years service on the GBW. In his later years on the railroad, Jim was
an engineer instructor and also very involved in the Operation Life Saver Program, visiting area schools and business
places to talk about railroad grade crossing safety.
Both of these gentlemen were good friends and we
worked many jobs together over the years. All of us in the
GBWHS extend our condolences to their families.
Dan Luedke
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Plover Picnic

The GBWHS held its second GBW Retirees Picnic at Plover’s
Heritage Park on Saturday, June 01, 2013. About 30 GBWHS
members, GBW retirees, family members and friends attended,
and other than a brief rainstorm, the weather was beautiful. Heritage Park is located adjacent to the former GBW mainline at
Milepost 81, and features beautifully restored GBW caboose 617,
along with the Soo Line depot from Bancroft, eight miles south on
the Soo’s long-gone Portage branch.
GBW President Ross Rossier and Vice President Steve Koth
donated most of the food and drinks for the picnic, and we thank
other members and retirees for their food and monetary donations.
As always, the picnic is a great opportunity to hear stories and

learn about the GBW from the people who knew it best.
Retired GBW Engineer Keith Johnson (center in photo at lower left), who worked out of Wisconsin Rapids for many years, was
awarded an Honorary Membership in the GBWHS for his substantial monetary support, for the many stories he brings to these picnics, and for mentoring Ross Rossier (left) and Steve Koth (right)
in the ways of railroading during their formative days.
The GBWHS is grateful to the Portage County Historical Society and Heritage Park Coordinator Anton Anday for the use of
the park facilities and their generous help in making the picnic a
success.
Photos by Robert Schoneman

President’s Column
(continued from page 2)
This issue of the magazine deals with
the passing of Stan Mailer, his photography, and his efforts to document the history
of the GBW. Without people like Stan, the
GBW and our Society would not have the
renown, popularity and distinction that we
have among railfans and history buffs in
general.
And as always I ask you, our members,
to contribute in one way or another, no matter how trivial it might seem. We need your
input and your help! Thanks to all of you,
the GBWHS has grown from 104 paying
members a year ago to 145 today.
Thanks again and enjoy the summer.
Ross W. Rossier
GBWHS President
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GBWHS Annual Report to Members for 2012
by Ross Rossier, GBWHS President
2012 was a challenging year for both the Society and its Board
of Directors. The Board of Directors elected at the 2011 annual
business meeting was comprised of only six members, of which
only five actively participated in the activities of the Board. Additionally, there was a failure to recognize and make use of the
strengths, abilities and experiences of the individuals newly elected to the Board. This failure led to a near-year’s delay in getting
the Board’s programs launched for the 2011-2013 term of office.
Early into year two of the current term, the former president
resigned, and I succeeded to the presidency. Since that time we
have added three members to the Board, and the Society has returned to health and vitality. Bill Christopher, who became the
Editor of the “Lines” magazine in early 2012 and later joined the
Board, has brought the publication into a regular schedule, and
he has prepared and produced a truly first-class publication. Since
they tie together so well, Bill is also our Membership Director.
John Hagen has returned to the Board as our Editor Emeritus, and
we strongly appreciate his input and knowledge about the activities of the prior Boards. John will work with Mark Mathu and others to provide a strong presence at train shows.
Bob Wandel has returned as our Treasurer, and he has worked
with the Board in general and with Bill Christopher and Steve
Koth in particular to set up an effective accounting and control
system that includes a system of checks and balances to ensure that
our finances are properly managed. Payments for dues, magazine
sales and meetings are received and deposited in the bank by Bill
Christopher, and all other checks are deposited by Steve Koth, who
also writes the checks for payments of approved bills. Bob Wandel
keeps the books, audits the deposits and payments, and prepares
the financial statements for the Society.
Bob Schoneman is our Secretary, and he keeps the minutes
of our meetings, schedules many of these meetings, and keeps us
current with the State of Wisconsin corporation filings. Steve Koth
is our Vice President, as well as the keeper of the checkbook. He
backs me up when needed and is a consultant and advisor whom
I use a lot. The three newest additions to the Board, Bob Welke,

Larry Misiewicz and Nathan Dahms, bring a wealth of knowledge
and experience to the Board based on their career experiences and
history with other organizations.
I have identified the members of the present Board and described their roles on it, to show that the Society has indeed recovered from its challenges and is prepared to move strongly into
the next term. In addition to the Board members, we also have the
benefit of having Mark Mathu as our coordinator of shows and
other public outreach activities. Mark has done an excellent job
of coordinating our presence at the shows, as well as personally
attending many of them.
Financially, the Society is now quite strong. For 2012 our income was $5,385 and our expenses were $6,240, for a net loss of
$855. This occurred because a significant portion of 2011 expenses
were not recognized and paid until early 2012. That situation did
not occur at the end of 2012, and 2013 is already producing much
better results. Our net income for the first five months of 2013 is
$5,113 and our expenses are $2,286, for a net income of $2,767.
Our cash in the bank on May 31, 2013 was $3,464, which does not
take into account the cost of printing and distributing this issue,
estimated to be about $850. These encouraging results in 2013 are
due to the increased focus on management of the Society’s business. Dues-paying membership numbers for the recent past are as
follows: June 2012 – 104; September 2012 – 107; December 2012
– 120; March 2013 – 128. This issue will be sent to at least 145
paying members. As you can see, our membership is growing. The
Society is in good financial health, has good management, and has
good direction and planning in place. We expect a very good 2013.
Respectfully submitted,
Ross Rossier
President and Chairman of the Board of Directors
GBWHS members may obtain a complete copy of the
GBWHS 2012 Annual Report, including financial information, by
contacting Bill Christopher, Editor; see page 2 for contact information. You must be a current GBWHS member to receive a copy.

The Green Bay & Western
Steam Era Photo CD
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Roy Campbell Collection
Edited by Thomas E. Burg
Available through your
GBWHS
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Stan Mailer loved small railroads, and the Ahnapee
& Western was certainly small. On May 19, 1961,
Stan caught A&W 70-tonner 601 heading south out
of Sawyer, Wisconsin, near the A&W’s terminus of
Sturgeon Bay. Stan Mailer wrote the definitive history
of the Green Bay & Western Railroad, and this issue
is devoted to his life and his photography. Stan Mailer
photo, Mailer-Luedke collection

The Green Bay & Western Historical Society
The goal of the Green Bay & Western Historical Society, Inc., is to preserve the history of the Green
Bay and Western Railroad and its affiliates. We are preserving historical documents and stories, photographs and artifacts. Our purpose is to make this information available to our members as well as the
public through our GBWHS magazine, GREEN BAY and WESTERN LINES. We are a 501c, non-profit,
Wisconsin corporation. Our magazine is in its fifth volume, we recently introduced our second special
run model to the market, are currently seeking a restoration project, and we are creating our historical
archives.
We invite your participation in many forms, from writing articles for our magazine, helping with
the archives and cataloging the preserved GBW items, to assisting in the restoration of preserved GBW
equipment, and developing accurate models of GBW equipment. We encourage you to join and become part of what we are building. For further information contact the officers listed on page 2, or visit
www.GBWHS.com.
Membership in the GBWHS is $25 per year and includes four issues of this magazine. To join, please
send your name and address, along with check or money order payable to GBWHS, to:
Green Bay & Western Historical Society
Bill Christopher, Editor & Membership
2739 Pine St.
Waukegan, IL 60087-3024
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