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Contributions Wanted!
We are always looking for articles, photographs, or any
other information for publication in Green Bay and
Western Lines. Digital files are preferred, either by
e-mail or disk, but all material is welcome and we will
take it any way we can get it. Photographs should be
scanned at least 3000 pixels wide, preferably JPEG,
TIFF or PSD formats, but we can work with most digital
formats. We can scan prints and slides and will return
all materials promptly. If you have any questions, please
contact the editor.
We are working on articles on these topics and we solicit
anything you might have on them: C430 no. 315, and
the 1965 Mississippi River flood. Thank you.
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From The President
Fellow GBWHS Members,
Six Years and Counting: That is how long the
GBWHS has been around. Pat yourself on the back;
that feat was only accomplished through YOUR continued support and participation in the organization.
The GBWHS attended the Great Tri State Rail
Sale in LaCrosse, Wisconsin this January and met a
lot of new “West End” followers of the GBW. If you are
receiving this issue for the first time as one of those
members, THANKS, and feel free to spread the word
that we would love to hold more events out on the
western end should the interest be there.
Another important change in the organization is
that of Editor. John Hagen has stepped down from the
Editor spot, but I must stress that he will still be contributing through his new position as Editor Emeritus and
assisting our new Editor, Bill Christopher, in continuing
to produce the fine publication that you have come to
know as the Green Bay & Western Lines.
The Archives is always looking for more material
to add to our immense collection of images and records. Use the contact information in the masthead to
contact the GBWHS regarding any items of interest you
would like to share. We are capable of scanning any size
document and returning the original to you for safekeeping if you so choose.
Here’s to another Six,
Jesse J. Fameree
President

Upcoming Shows
Titletown Train Show
Shopko Hall
Green Bay, Wisconsin
April 28-29, 2012
www.ttsgbllc.com
Trainfest
State Fair Park
West Allis, Wisconsin
November 10-11, 2012
www.trainfest.com

On the Cover
Main photo: Train No. 1 is westbound somewhere
east of New London in May 1980. The lead two units,
including freshly rebuilt “Hornell” 322, will be set out at
New London for a work extra. Bill Christopher photo
Inset: The Ahnapee & Western Trail in September
2010. John DeBeck photo

From Your New Editor
Bill Christopher and No. 2’s power at Merrillan on December 12, 1992. Gary Olszewski photo
First off, I want to thank John Hagen for all his
hard work as editor of Green Bay and Western Lines
since the organization’s inception. The GBWHS will
forever be in his debt for successfully launching this
publication and placing it on a firm foundation for all of
us. I’m happy to report that we will retain him as Editor
Emeritus; we won’t let him get out that easily! Hopefully he will now have a little more time to pursue the
article ideas he has been thinking about.

Please see John Hagen’s
column on page 14
So who am I, anyway? I have a newspaper background and I still make my living in media. More
importantly, I first encountered the GBW in 1975 and
over the years became enamored with this fascinating
little railroad. Many of its employees and fans are my
friends; they are fine people, a testament to the humanity of this spirited road and its rich heritage.
I want to stress that this is your newsletter, and we
need your submissions, in the form of articles, photographs, and anything else you may have. This newsletter doesn’t appear by magic; it is here only because of
the efforts of people like you.
If you were an employee of the GBW, we are
especially interested in your stories and your memoirs.
First-person accounts are the most valuable and meaningful way to preserve history. Don’t worry that you lack
writing ability. I will be happy to help out if necessary;
that’s my job.

I am not a modeler, save for a couple dozen HO
diesels in my closet, but I firmly believe a vital mission of
any railroad historical society is assisting model railroaders. I would like to have a feature on GBW-specific
model railroading in each and every issue. But of
course, if we don’t get anything in the way of submissions, we can’t print them. If you have prototype information, modeling ideas, or photos of your GBW, KGBW,
A&W, W-GB, I&N, or FRV models or layout, we’d love to
see them.
This issue introduces a new feature, Green Bay
Gallery. There are a lot of great GBW photos out there,
and this will be an opportunity for them to see the light
of day. We encourage you to submit your photos, along
with a brief description of what they’re about.
We plan to launch a Questions & Answers column. We invite you to submit your questions about
GBW history, operations, rolling stock, physical plant, or
anything else about the GBW and its associated roads.
We will print all relevant questions. There is a wealth
of knowledge among GBWHS members, and hopefully
somebody “in the know” will be able to come forward
and answer most of the questions.
I hope we can help bring the GBW back to life for
you. I will never again roar down the back roads of the
Trempealeau River Valley in my trusty Dodge wagon, savoring the fresh scent of Alco smoke. But with pictures
and words, all of us will strive to document and remember this compelling railroad.
This is your newsletter. I’m excited about the possibilities and I hope I can count on your support.
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A&W Boilers Still Hold Water in
the 21st Century! John DeBeck
Story and photos by

Yes, you read that right . . the Ahnapee and
Western steam engines still exist . . or maybe they are
KGBW or GBW engines . . and yes, they may be in
pieces, but at least they are there for others to see!
What am I referring to, you ask? Well, take a ride on
the RAILS of the old Ahnapee and Western line from
Algoma to Sturgeon Bay and see for yourself!
As many people may know, the old A&W line was
converted to a state trail a number of years ago, now
used by hikers, horseback riders, and bicyclists. This
17.5 mile route leaves downtown Algoma right next
to Algoma Hardwoods and ends at Neenah Avenue in
Sturgeon Bay. One of my personal goals for a few years
now is to ride on or hike on most of the
remaining GBW line to shoot photos and see
if there is any railroad memorabilia or artifacts that remain. Plus, being a nature buff,
it would give me the chance to get in a good
workout and see what one often cannot view
from traveling the roads and highways of the
USA.
In truth, riding the old railroad trails
also helps with my other hobby: collecting
and restoring vintage motorcycles. You see,
a lot of backyards face the railroad and a lot
of “junk” (a.k.a. old motorcycles!) is often
stashed there. Some of my friends tell me I
should audition for “American Pickers” with
some of the “treasures” I manage to find
along the way and end up bringing home!
The A&W round trip is just under 40
miles on this section, so I had a bit of a concern. First, I hoped for good weather, which
the weathermen from each station all had on
their schedules for the Sunday before Labor
Day, 2010. Those of you who know me also
know that 33 years of basketball playing,
coaching, and refereeing have done a number on my knees, and 3 surgeries later (not
to mention a fourth one upcoming!) they are
about as stable as a house of cards. Thus,
I had no reason to push the pace. Even
so, why would I want to rush? This ride is a
chance to see things you would not normally
see, so allow a day to take in the beauty of
the route.
I started on the Algoma end, prefer-
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ring to take the route that Edward Decker used when
beginning the railroad. I had already walked the entire
nine mile stretch between Casco Junction and Algoma
a few months earlier. However, if you are not in the best
of shape, you might consider riding in reverse, from
Sturgeon Bay to Algoma, as there are more uphill sections this way, and you might want to tackle these when
you are fresh. Granted, the grade is only 1 or 2 percent
maximum in any direction, but there is a climb out of
Sturgeon Bay, which is right next to the water, as opposed to Algoma, which is perched above the lake.
In any event, I parked in the trail lot just north
of Algoma Hardwoods, took the bike out of the back

The first boiler culvert (above) is about 2 or 3 miles north of Algoma, under the marked railing below. A sign
(opposite page) markes the location. Can anybody identify what class of locomotive it came from?
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of the truck, and was on my way. A word of caution:
1800s.”
I would definitely bring at least 2 bottles of water with
This theory seems most plausible, but I still wonder
you, sunscreen, and of course, a camera, which I put in what lies buried beneath the dirt. Could a builders plate
a small backpack.
exist? Perhaps there are other noticeable markings that
The trail had a short detour right near the begincould identify these artifacts? Yet, one of these culverts
ning due to some trail improvements, but it was not a
lies in the Cranberry Marsh, and the major reconstruchindrance whatsoever. As I got underway, I was pleastion of this area was done in 1913. This would put
antly surprised. Every few miles along the route, small
Andy’s theory into question.
signs had been posted which detailed some of the hisThus, I wonder what it would take to get one (or
tory of the railroad. These are good stopping points to
more) of these unearthed? Not that I want to destroy the
take a rest or suck a swig from your water bottle.
trail, but wouldn’t it be neat to preserve and maybe even
The third sign marked the location of the first AW/
identify these? I say this as I was only able to find one of
GBW/KGBW artifact, and there were four which I found. the culverts in the Cranberry Marsh, and it is rumored
Three of them are steam boilers which have, of course, been
gutted, and were used by the
railroad for culverts, and with all
of the rain we’ve had this summer, these boilers still held water!
The first is about two miles out
of Algoma and very easy to see.
Perhaps someone who is well-educated in steam can even identify
what type of engine it came from
based on the rivet pattern in the
photo?
As I hunted for these boilers, which some of the location
information came to me courtesy
of Randy Jacques via a former
post on the GBWHS website, I
couldn’t help but have a flood of
memories and ideas that began
to flow. I wondered exactly when
these “culverts” were placed and
which engines they came from.
You know times had to be tight if
the railroad used these to channel the water.
Then again, the GBW was
known to be pretty resourceful as a whole, too. In the words
of Andy Laurent, “perhaps the
culverts were installed when
Frank Seymour was president of
the railroad (1923-1934) when
he tried to bring the A&W up to
mainline standards. The railroad
was upgrading to 2-8-0 locomotives which allowed the GBW to
move their 2-6-0 locomotives
to secondary service and retire
many of their old 4-4-0 locomotives which dated back to the late
The first trail sign explains the construction of the Ahnapee and Western.
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there could be at least two more, but as I rode along the
route, I saw two places where it looked as if recently, culverts
had been dug up and replaced with new, galvanized steel
versions. I wonder if these boiler culverts are disappearing
as maintenance continues each year on the trails. It would
be a shame to have them destroyed. Maybe this is a good
project for some dedicated GBWHS members? (And I would
volunteer my shovel as well!) I’m guessing their might be
some red tape with the state, but who knows? If we bought a
replacement culvert and did the work?
The Cranberry Marsh area is north on the line, about 10
miles from Algoma, just outside of the town of Maplewood.
No, there aren’t cranberries being grown there, but with all
of the rain this summer, you can see why it was a problem
for the railroad with floods, frozen and bent trackage, and
more, which wasn’t solved until Seymour’s big rebuild and
track raising of 1913. Locating this boiler culvert was a bit of
a chore, as it is overgrown with weeds, but it is about 3/4 of a
mile north of the Hwy 42 crossing in Maplewood. I found no

The second trail sign discusses the demise of A&W founder Edward Decker and the collapse of his “empire.”

evidence of any others in this area, though it is my
guess some have now been replaced.
The third boiler culvert is fairly easy to spot,
as it is about 10 feet south of Mill Road in Forestville. Also next to it is another old artifact, a
cement post with the top broken that I would
surmise was a mile marker route or a crossing
marker post for the A & W. Aside from that, I was
unable to locate any other remaining clues that
the railroad existed.
Another nice area to view is at the bridge over
the Ahnapee River, about 3 miles from Algoma.
The original bridge remains, though it has been
redecked and new sides have been added for trail
users. The route follows the river for a while until
the river vanishes to the west. Forestville Dam
is another good stopping point, as the reservoir
hosts a lot of fishing and a very nice park. As an
aside, there are several parks that are just off the
route, so there are plenty of points to stop and
rest. There are numerous benches with “Ahnapee
Trail” emblazoned on the wood that exists every
few miles as well.
Wildlife is in abundance throughout the trip.
I saw two deer on my way into Forestville, and two
large flocks of wild turkeys which I had to stop for
and allow them to cross. Squirrels and chipmunks
ran across the trail at will, lots of birds, and once
you are in the swampy area near the Cranberry
Marsh, turtles and frogs. I even had the stray feral
cat run out and growl at me, as well as a black cat
which did not cross my path, but saw me and immediately turned back!
Arriving just outside of Sturgeon Bay, the trail
comes to an abrupt end from the original railroad
roadbed and turns to parallel Neenah Avenue.
There is a section or the original railroad that
looks more like someone’s rocky lawn that maybe
goes another 1/4 mile, but then it ends at a road
outside of the industrial park. Of course, I chose to
take that route, and then was disappointed to find
that this is where the old A & W line ends forever,
as modern progress has taken over the rest of it.
Amazingly, if one views maps of the old A&W,
there were tracks all over the place in what was
known as Sawyer (west Sturgeon Bay) and then
crossing over the swing bridge (which was north
of today’s old steel bridge; the steel bridge is now
being refurbished) and into the yards which are
where Bay Shipbuilding is located today. The old
A&W/GBW/KGBW freighthouse and station still
exist. Though they are currently vacant, I recall
them being used most recently as offices, and I
think there was a restaurant in the depot not too
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The second boiler (above) is in Forestville, ten feet from Mill Road. A triangular
concrete milepost (left) is a vestige of the days when the GBW controlled the
A&W; this style of milepost was also used on the GBW mainline. Plans of these
mileposts and culverts will be featured in the GBWHS’s upcoming Standards
Book. The third boiler (below) is well hidden in the Cranberry Marsh, about 3/4
mile north of Maplewood.
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Since the A&W left town in 1969, the Sturgeon Bay depot (above) has been office space and a restaurant; now
it’s vacant. Below is the Sturgeon Bay freight house. The refurbished Ahnapee River bridge (bottom) between
Forestville and Algoma is a nice place to stop and view the scenery.
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Forestville Dam is another good stopping
point. The fourth trail sign discusses the history of Forestville.
long ago. Yet, for those not into railroads like
those of us, if one looks at Sturgeon Bay, you
would never know a railroad even existed here.
This got me thinking even more, picturing
all of the soldiers leaving for war from here on
troop trains that ran over these rails. Or the joy
of their families meeting them in Green Bay as
they returned over the same route. Of course,
being an avid consumer of Door County fruits,
I pictured the strings of reefers hauling apples,
cherries, and more to markets distant. This had
to be a very lively place years ago, something I
wish I could have witnessed in person, but a big
reason why I find the GBW lines so fascinating!
Speaking of Door County fruits, you won’t
go hungry along the old A & W line, either, and
you can eat without spending a dime. There
are apple trees all along the route, hanging next
to and even over the trail! I can’t help but think
back to the days of sitting with my grandfather
watching trains in the McDonald yard. There
was a huge apple tree just south of the yard,
and it always had apples on it the size of grapefruits. Grandpa told me that something from all
the coal smoke helped the apples grow huge,
but I thought he was just feeding me a line.
Especially when diesels had been running for
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20 or more years! Well, maybe there was something to
that after all!
If you are in need of other food, though, Sturgeon
Bay is a good place to stop for sustenance before returning to Algoma. I chose the Greystone Castle, which
is right at the foot of the new Maple Street Bridge on the
west side. Good food, reasonable prices, and friendly
staff. Maplewood and Forestville also have local pubs
and eateries which are always ready to serve the hungry
trail rider/hiker.
It took me 5 1/2 hours to do the round trip, including all of my photo stops, a food stop, and a side trip
to Bay Shipbuilding to photograph some lake boats. In
truth, it was a very relaxing and stress-free trip. I only
wish I could have cranked the clock back about 75
years so I could have done it from a different perspective.
The fifth trail sign (upper right) describes the deadly
1915 accident at Forestville. The railroad’s efforts to
conquer the Cranberry Marsh are chronicled in the
sixth sign (below). The seventh sign (lower right) discusses the difficulty of winter railroading.
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Green Bay Gallery

The Day Kewaunee Job, with C420 323 and RS11 309, switches the Ann Arbor carferry MV Arthur K. Atkinson
at Kewaunee in August 1981. Subsidies from the state of Michigan would run out the following April, and the
troubled Ann Arbor would shut down, boats, trains and all. The Atkinson was towed to the shipbreakers at
Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, on December 20, 2011. Bill Christopher photo

Train No. 2 smokes it up against an amber sunset at Plover in 1976. Lead unit 316 was built as CNW 903;
along with sister 318, it is still in service on the Minnesota Commercial. They are the last surviving RS27s.
R.R. Conway photo
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Three generations of
Ericksons are represented in the above
photo. GBW operator and photographer
Ben Erickson captured his son watching the photographer’s father hooping
up orders to No. 2 at
Whitehall in 1949 or
1950. The FA1s are
no more than three
years old. Today the
Whitehall depot is
beautifully preserved.
At right, Ben Erickson
took this self portrait
in the long-gone
Casco Junction depot
in 1947.
Ben Erickson photos,
Mailer-Luedke
collection
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The Green Bay & Western
Steam Era Photo CD
Locomotive Photos from the
Roy Campbell Collection
Edited by Thomas E. Burg
Available through your
GBWHS
$15.00 Member Price
($20.00 non-member)
Published by
Merrill Publishing Associates

GBWHS, Inc. Introduces H. Weldon McGee Photo CD
This CD contains photos from the camera and collection of H. Weldon McGee.
That’s correct, you can now have your very own library of photos such as were presented at the 4th Annual
Dinner held in Green Bay on April 24, 2010. And the good news: while the slide show presented at the dinner was
limited in length, the CD contains 90 photos and other data from the Green Bay & Western in the 1960s!
These CDs are available for $30.00. $5.00 of each CD sold is contributed to the funding of the restoration and
upkeep of the ROAMER, the GBW’s business car.

From the Editor Emeritus
Friends,
There comes a time when one must realize one’s
limitations and pass the baton. I have attained that
time as editor of the Green Bay and Western Lines.
I had attended a Board of Directors meeting at
Bob Hainstock’s house (our first face-to-face) as a very
interested fan of the GB&W and found myself with a
rather obvious hand in the air when he mentioned he
was looking for an editor. My only qualifications being a
real love of the GB&W, an education back when grammar and spelling were still taught, and I had a highly
developed BS degree. Oops, make that degree of BS.
Oh yes, the fact that I had a printer capable of printing
11 by 17 paper and could do the publishing at home
sealed the deal.
I was fortunate in that Bob had the article on the
X-190 ready to go and I had a Model Railroader Paint
Shop story I did on a GB&W box car. Starting a publication from absolute scratch is a very daunting task and
these two items made up the first issue. Then began
the hard part: coming up with content for subsequent
issues. Well, I managed to do so on a mostly regular
basis for the first two volumes. I was able to turn the
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printing over to a professional print shop beginning with
Volume 1, Number 4. Then came Volume 3 and the
sudden death of Bob Hainstock. V3, N2 was the issue
after Bob’s death and, although extremely difficult, I had
to do it as a eulogy to Bob. The next issue was comprised of articles that were there and ready to publish.
Even so, it took too long and from there on, something
had been lost for me. I started suffering from writer’s
block, a problem I never thought I’d develop as my high
level of BS seemed to extend to my fingers. Suddenly
I found myself staring at my keyboard, checking email,
playing games and doing other computerized procrastination activities while trying to force glib phrases from
my mind. It just was not happening anymore.
Bill Christopher is your new editor. I have every
confidence that he will take the newsletter above and
beyond where I leave it. You will still see me both as
a contributing editor to the newsletter and in person
at various GBWHS events. I will not leave my beloved
GB&W, or this society dedicated to its history and
memory of Robert Lee Hainstock.
John Hagen
February 7, 2012

GBWHS Company Store
(copy this form to preserve your newsletter)
Mail your order to:
Green Bay & Western Historical Society
P.O. Box 12713
Green Bay, WI 54307-2713

Ship to:

Name __________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________
City _________________________________ State __________ Zip _______________
Drawings
TD102
TD103
TD201
TD203
TD204
TD205
TD206
TD207
TD501
TD502
TD510

Kewaunee Ferry Yard					
Luxemburg							
Norwood Yard						
Green Bay Junction						
East Green Bay						
Hoberg Paper Spur						
Mason St. Bridge Proposal					
McDonald Yard						
Abandoned Stations Map					
Locality Map							
Green Bay Harbor						

7.00
3.00
5.00
7.00
5.00
3.00
5.00
7.00
5.00
5.00
7.00

____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________

CDs & DVDs
CD601
Weldon McGee Photo Collection (GBWHS)		
CD602
Roy Campbell Photo Collection (Merrill Publishing)
DVD701
Green Bay Route (Pentrex)				

20.00 ____________
15.00 ____________
21.00 ____________

Books
BK805

GBW Steam Era (Merrill Publishing)			

39.95 ____________

Models
HOKIT903
HOKIT904
		

GBW Hopper 416 (Accurail)				
GBW Hopper 419 (Accurail)				
Both cars							

20.00 ____________
20.00 ____________
38.00 ____________

Shipping ($5.00 for orders up to $50; $8.00 for orders over $50) ____________
										

Total ____________
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Special Run Hoppers Still Available
The GBWHS introduced its second special
run car at the 2009 Titletown Train Show, and
we still have some available.
This is a 50 ton, 2 bay Pullman-Standard
hopper car from a series (401-420) built in
1949. They were based on a slightly modified
1935 AAR standard design. Originally painted
red and lettered for the KGB&W, they were
repainted yellow and lettered for the GB&W beginning in 1967. This was completed (as best
as we can determine) sometime in 1970.
This is another fine, factory painted and lettered Accurail model available in two numbers,
416 and 419, as shown.
Cost is $20.00 per car. Both cars together
are available for $38.00.
Images courtesy of Accurail

The Green Bay & Western Historical Society
The goal of the Green Bay & Western Historical Society, Inc., is to preserve the history of the Green Bay and Western Railroad and its affiliates. We are preserving historical
documents and stories, photographs and artifacts. Our purpose is to make this information available to our members as well as the public through our GBWHS newsletter,
GREEN BAY and WESTERN LINES. We are a 501c, non-profit, Wisconsin corporation.
Our newsletter is in its fourth volume, we recently introduced our second special run
model to the market, are currently seeking a restoration project, and we are creating our
historical archives.
Help is needed, in many forms, from writing articles for our newsletter, helping with
the archives and cataloging the preserved GBW items, to assisting in the restoration of
preserved GBW equipment, and developing accurate models of GBW equipment. We
encourage you to join and become part of what we are building. For further information
use the addresses below or check the masthead on page 2.
Email: information@gbwhs.org
Postal Mail: GBWHS, PO Box 12713, Green Bay, WI 54307-2713
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