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Right; GB&W # 23, a 4-4-0, is ready
to leave the Waupaca station
sometime in the 1930’s for the short
trip to Scandinavia. From there it
will continue on to New London .

Below; GB&W 2-6-0 #257 has the
combine spotted at the Waupaca
depot and will soon depart for
points north. This photo is from the
1940’s

Both photos
Roy Campbell Collection
Courtesy Merrill Publishing
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HOW TO CONTRIBUTE TO GBW LINES
Written material is best submitted by email or by USPS on
a disk. This does NOT mean that type or hand written
material is not welcome, all material is welcome. Typed
material can be scanned into an editable document. Should
you chose to send a handwritten item, please remember
that the editor (the old, weak-eyed, hunt and pecking
editor) must key it into a document. Please keep such
material short and readable.
Photographs, drawings, maps, etc. may be submitted by
email or disk. I can accept most formats but prefer tif or
jpeg files. I can also use Photoshop (psd) or Corel PHOTOPAINT (cpt) and Acrobat (pdf) files. Use as high a
resolution as you can, keeping file size in mind. The higher
the resolution the better the reproduction in print will be.
Use at least 150 if possible. Please refrain from using
bitmaps as they are huge and not easily edited. You may
send the original photos or other item to me for scanning
and I will return them using my stamp. If you have
questions on format or anything else regarding material
you wish to submit contact me by email, phone, letter,
smoke signal or whatever and I will be happy to assist
you.
-John Hagen, Editor
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Presidents Comments
Greetings fellow GBWHS Members,
Wow what a way we have come in three years, from the
first circulations on the GBW Yahoo group to an
organization of over 100 people dedicated to the
preservation of the GBW and its affiliated roads history. I
have enjoyed the past two years serving as your Vice
President and thank Bob for his service and for his
continuing contributions as our Treasurer; I share the same
vision as Bob for the Society as well as a few of my own.
First and foremost I will work with the board to begin
development of a 1, 5, and 10 year vision for the society to
develop important milestones I feel the organization should
achieve. I believe a savings plan must be implemented for a
potential archives/office building. While the New London
depot is a possibility, there may be potentially more feasible
solutions in a commercial or residential setting. Any
suggestions please email me or call! If you have had the
chance to visit the SOO Line Society’s building in Appleton
you would be much impressed with what you can do with a
commercial building!
As for my personal background, I am currently a student
at Northeast Wisconsin Technical College majoring in
Criminal Justice and will be graduating in the spring of
2010. I grew up approximately 2 miles north of the Ahnapee
& Western mainline and my first exposure to the Kewaunee
line was when they were tearing it out, ironically we were
heading to Menards that day to purchase used railroad ties
for landscaping purposes, to my father’s dismay a pile was
available right off of Hwy 54 upon our return home. I look
forward to serving you in the next two years as President of
the GBWHS and hope that you will come to me with any
suggestions, comments or other thoughts.
-Jesse

The Waupaca-Green Bay purchased # 2 from the Soo Line in
October 1913. The ancient 4-4-0 was built by Schenectady in
1885 as Wisconsin Central # 65. After the Soo Line acquired
the WC in 1909 it was renumbered as the 2007. When the
sale of the W-GB she became GB&W # 8.
-Neil Torssell Photo

Lined up against the wall of the Soo
Line Historical and Technical
Society’s archives building following
our July 18th, 2009 BOD are most of
our new Board of Directors.
Left to right are John Hagen, Jesse
Fameree, Bob Hainstock, Ross
Rossier and Andy Laurent. Mark
Mathu, who did attend the meeting,
had to leave in a hurry and did not
have time for the photographer to
load up the flash powder, etc. The
other missing member is Chris
Lehner who unfortunately could not
be there.
Actually the photo was taken using
Andy’s hot new Nikon digital slr but
for the life of me I cannot remember
who actually hit the shutter button
It’s ten a.m. on the 18th of July, a rare for this year
beautiful Saturday morning.. Nice day to be out tending
the yard or chasing trains. If could have taken a four hour
drive south to chase the SP 4449 in all her resplendent
color on the way to Michigan.
If you happen to be a part of the newly elected Board of
Directors of the Green Bay and Western Historical Society,
Inc. you are at the archives building of the Soo Line
Historical and Technical Society. It’s the first meeting of
the new board and we are about to select our new officer
slate. Fortunately only one of seven members was unable
to attend.
For those that have not read the BOD members names
on our web site www.gbwhs.org here they are;
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Jesse Fameree (R)
John Hagen
Bob Hainstock (R)
Andy Laurent
Chris Lehner (R)
Mark Mathu (R)
Ross Rossier

Those with the (R) are returning BOD members. Two of
the former BOD, John Cudnohufsky and Michael Mornard
were unable to return for this term. We do wish to thank
both of them for their efforts during their terms.
With the retirement of our treasurer and the desire of
Bob Hainstock to step away from the office of president
the officer slate was going to be rather different in make up
than in the past years. Bob Hainstock has been our main
promoter, q&a man, gofer, and handler of several other
need-to-be-done things since the beginning of the
GBWHS and was starting to feel the heat. Rather than see
him melt away, we all heartily agreed to have Bob be our
new treasurer. Not only is it a job he is well equipped to
do, but as past president he is familiar with all the previous

financial goings on.
We were extremely fortunate to have two well qualified
members more than willing to become our new leader for
the next two years. Both Chris and Jesse tossed their hats
into the ring. This made for some serious discussion and
we eventually decided to award the position to Jesse
Fameree.
Andy Laurent, a new BOD member became our new
vice president. Andy, along with Mark Mathu were the
impetus for the A&W reefer car program, our first special
run model railroad car.
And speaking of Mark, he is our new secretary. He
also is very well qualified for this position. Mark, if any of
you are not aware, is a real jewel in the GB&W world as
he has the most informative and extensive GB&W site on
the web at www.greenbayroute.com. We are fortunate to
have him as our secretary.
Which leaves us with three BOD members who are
basically members-at-large. They include Chris Lehner,
newly elected Ross Rossier and also newly elected yours
truly John Hagen. I do have one duty already, that of being
the editor of this here publication and I will be the liaison to
the Wisconsin SouthEastern Division of the NMRA for the
2010 national convention celebrating their 75th
Anniversary to be held in Milwaukee. Ross will be keeping
us informed of any action in the central part of the state…
and of the GB&W.
Our next event will be Trainfest in Milwaukee on
November 14th and 15th 2009. Our next BOD meeting
will be held on Saturday night of Trainfest at my home in
Saint Francis. As always, all members are invited. Please
contact me before hand so I will have an idea how many
will be attending. My email and snail mail addresses along
with my telephone are all listed on the masthead. Or just
let me know during the day at our booth at Trainfest.
Looking forward to seeing you all at Trainfest.
-John Hagen
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Terminal Facilities of the Waupaca - Green Bay Railway.
by Larry E. Easton
A small crowd huddled closely together on the depot platform, trying to escape the cold north wind which
was biting at their cheeks and nose, numbing their fingers and toes. Others had sought refuge inside the depot,
but this determined audience was just too excited to give in to Old Man Wintel: They had just one thing on their
minds and that was to witness the arrival of the first passenger train into Waupaca on the Waupaca-Green Bay
Railway!
Shortly after 11 :00 A.M smoke was seen to the North and the low steady exhaust sounds of the locomotive
were heard. Then suddenly, as if by magic, the little 4-4-0, with bell ringing and whistle blowing, poked out from
under the Wisconsin Central overpass. The one-car train slowly approached the crowd, rolling to a stop at the
small depot on Mill Street. Cheers and congratulations were shared by those who had waited so patiently.
Many were stockholders of the little railroad. A small band played music and speeches were made in celebration of the event. Waupaca was proud of its new railroad!
The date was January 15, 1908. 1
GB&W # 16 was
photographed at the Mill
Street Depot by
Waupaca photographer
Emmons. The GB&W
provided power for the
Waupaca-Green Bay
construction trains.

This is a postcard
postmarked Feb. 14,
1908 and said “Mother
sent you a photo of the
new Green Bay R R.
engine and wished you
many more Birthdays.”

Courtesy Waupaca
Public Library

Construction of the new railroad, from a connection with the Green Bay and Western Ry. at Scandinavia, to
Waupaca had started in the middle of May 19072, with much encouragement from Waupaca mayor A. G. Nelson, A. M. Penney and other local business men. To show its support for the enterprise the City of Waupaca
purchased 150 of the 750 shares of W-GB Ry. stock at a par value of $100 each.3
The 9.85 mile short-line was built at a minimal expense by buying used 60 pound rails, a locomotive and a
combination passenger car from the GB& W. 4 Even the depot building had been a church before its purchase
by the railroad!
The cost of the railroad was “$120,000 apportioned as follows: right-of-way $9,000, terminals $5,000, rails
$28,000, ties and other supplies $33,000 and contractor $45,000."
While much more can be written about the W-GB and its operations at Waupaca, it is the purpose of this
article to focus on the depot, enginehouse and other railroad-owned structures at Waupaca. The W-GB has
been the subject of several publications and reference to these can be found in the appended bibliography.
. A Church Becomes the Depot
The main line of the W-GB ended at Mill Street. Rather than build a new depot, president Nelson bought an
older building on Mill Street from P. M. Olfson for $1,200.00.5 The former Danish Evangelical Lutheran church
was built in 1872. The Lutherans sold it in the fall of 1904 to Olfson, using the money toward erecting a new
church in 1905.
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The Waupaca depot
of the WaupacaGreen Bay Ry. Was
the former Danish
Evangelical Lutheran
Church, built in 1872.
The railroad
remodeled the old
church by adding an
operator’s bay and
making other
improvements to
meet their needs.

ROBERT WELKE COLLECTION
Collection of
Larry Easton

1915

The 30' x 50' building was moved to the new right-ofway and remodeled. Windows were removed and an
operator's bay built on the track side. Freight doors
were added on the track side and opposite side of the
depot. Inside, partitions formed a waiting room and office, with the remainder of the floor space used for baggage and freight storage. A coal stove provided heat
and electric lights illuminated the rooms. A small water
closet at the north end of the gravel platform completed
the station facilities. The Nelson Painting Company donated a depot sign of gold leaf letters on a black background.6
After the railroad was taken over by the GB&W in 1921
minor changes were made to the depot. The front entrance was closed and replaced with a window removed from the west (track) side. A door was installed
where the window had been, providing direct access to
the platform. The small roof over the original front entrance was removed and the black and gold leaf W-GB
sign was replaced with a larger GB&W sign.
Repairs to the freight room floor in 1925, and again in
1927 were the only projects recorded by GB&W Buildings & Bridges (B.&B.) foreman C. J. Voss in his log
book.7

The Nelson Painting Co. furnished the black and gold leaf lettered
sign that stood over the depot entrance until 1922 when it was
replaced with a GB&W sign.
-Courtesy Waupaca Public Library
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After the GB&W abandoned the Waupaca branch in 1947 the former depot was sold to the nearby Gray Czeskleba Oil
Company. This photo was taken by Neil Torssell on February 10, 1949.
The oil company made several changes to the old depot building, removing windows and doors to convert it into a
warehouse. This view of the east side of the building was taken on April 7, 1966 by Larry Easton , the author of this
article. The building was demolished in the 70’s.

From the August 6, 1903 Sturgeon Bay Advocate
“The canning factory at Algoma has been sending peas raised at Forrestville and vicinity to that place by rail, and some days as
many as 8 carloads of vines are sent out. The long haul by wagon proved too much for the horses, which were unable to bear up
under the pressure, therefore the innovation. Everything within three or four miles has been brought here to be transferred by flat
cars to the place where the cannery is located.
-Submitted by Andy Laurent
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When the GB& W no longer had a use for the depot it was sold to the nearby Gray Czeskleba Oil Company and used as a warehouse. The building was demolished in the late 1970s.
Early Locomotive Facilities
The W-GB began operations in January 1908 with a 4-4-0 locomotive leased from the GB&W. A two-stall
enginehouse, 36' x 64', was built at the end of a spur track near Elm Street at an estimated cost of $1400.00.
Next to the track leading into the right-side stall the railroad constructed a large coal dock. A connection to the
city water system provided a reliable source of water for the locomotive's boiler.
In 1909 the W-GB acquired 4-4-0 No. 17 from the GB&W and renumbered it No.1. Four years later a second locomotive, also a 4-4-0, was purchased from the Soo Line and renumbered No. 2.8 The luxury of owning
two locomotives was short-lived however, when a fire in 1915 destroyed the enginehouse and damaged No.1
so badly that it was scrapped.9 No.2 was left as the sole motive power for the rest of the W-GB's corporate
history.
The Second Enginehouse
The second 2-stall
enginehouse, built in
1919 by the GB&W
after the first one
burned, was moved to
it’s final location in
1932. Only the right stall
was used to house
locomotives. The left
stall was only used for
loading coal directly
from a box car to the
tender during cold
weather.

1932 photo by
Neil Torssell

It was not until 1919 that a replacement enginehouse was approved under Authority For Expenditure
(AFE) No. 3.10 A contract was let for a new, slightly larger, enginehouse to be built on the site of the first one.
Interstate Commerce Commission (I CC) valuation records for 1916-1922 show the following specifications
for the second enginehouse:
"Two-stall enginehouse: frame, 36' x 70'. 16'-6" high to eaves and 25'-6" high to gable with a lean-to 11' x
41', with shanty roof running from 8'-8" in height to 13'.
Walls: Double D. & M. sheathing with paper on 2" x 6" studding, spaced 24" centers. 16" overhang on
eaves. Painted outside.
Roof D. & M. lumber and 4-ply roofing on 2" x 6" rafters, spaced 24" centers.
Smoke Jacks: Two, wooden, standard.
Openings: Two door (double) 6' x 14' with sash 6 Its. 10" x 16". Twelve windows and frames, 12 Its. 10" x
16" in each. Two 2'-8" x 6'-8" doors.
Floor: Cinders, 57.791 cu. ft.
Foundations: Concrete, 24.8 cu. yds.
PitS: Concrete, 38.6 cu. yds.
Heating: None.
Lighting: None.
Cost: $2403."
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GB&W # 23 was heading north on the main line in this 1940 photo by Neil Torssell. It is very apparent where the doors
had been prior to the 1932 moving of the enginehouse.

W-GB Ry.
Station 1940
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2nd enginehouse,
new location 1934

In the 1920s a stock pen and loading chute were located near the site of the original enginehouse, near
Elm Street. In May 1926 the stock pen was moved and
repaired. Repairs were made again in May 1927 according to B.&B. records.
The only other W-GB structure was a small hand car
house located near the enginehouse. It is shown as 7'
x 11' with a 4' x 5' attached shed.
Finis
An application to abandon service from Scandinavia to
Waupaca was filed with the ICC on January 3, 1947.
The railroad claimed losses from operating the Waupaca branch of nearly $20,000 in the year 1946.15 Permission to cease operation and remove all rails on the
branch was granted in March and by late summer
1947 the W-GB presence in Waupaca was only a
memory.
-Larry E. Easton
Notes:
1. Waupaca Record, January 16,
1908.
2. Waupaca Republican, January
16, 1908.
3. Waupaca Post, February 28,
1907.
4. Green Bay & Western, Mailer, p.
230.
5. Ibid; p. 232.

The difference in
elevation between
the two tracks to
the enginehouse
is very evident in
photo from the
Roy Campbell
collection. Note
the platform
between the
tracks used for
shoveling coal
from a box car to
a tender during
the warm months.

GB&W # 18 is
arriving from the
Soo Line
interchange with a
Milw box car .

Courtesy of
Merrill
Publishing
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6. Story of Waupaca and its
Railroads, Leider, p. 32.
7. GB&W B.&B. foreman C. J.
Voss log book.
8. Green Bay & Western, Mailer, p.
233.
9. Waupaca - Green Bay Railway,
Olson, p. 18.
10. GB&W B.&B. foreman C. J.
Voss log book.
11. Ibid.

B.&B. foreman C. J. Voss' log book lists a cost of $3,000, so we are left to draw our own conclusions about
the $900 difference. The log book also contains information on repairs and changes made to the enginehouse:
September - October 1925: roof and general repairs.
October 1926: repairs to smoke jack and roof.
May 1929: repairs to doors, roof and smoke jack. August 1931: repairs to doors and roof.
The Enginehouse is Moved
In July 1932 major work on the enginehouse was completed under AFE No. 742.11 The project consisted
of moving the enginehouse about 750' east, close to the main line of the railroad. Rather than turning the
building 180°, the two large", double doors were removed from the east end of the building and installed on
the west end! Two new spur tracks were laid into the stalls, with the track and doors on the left side raised a
couple of feet. This was to make coaling the locomotive easier in cold weather when a boxcar of coal was
spotted inside the building and the coal shoveled directly from the car into the tender. During warmer months
coal was transferred outside from the car to the tender across a small platform built between the tracks in
front of the enginehouse.12
This photo of the
Waupaca yard shows #
23 resting in front of the
enginehouse while the
lone combine sits on the
track leading to the
main line .

The telltale in the
foreground warned
trainmen of the Soo
Line overpass just
beyond the
enginehouse.

Neil Torssell climbed
on a box car to get this
great 1940 shot.

In August the shop men extended the water pipe to the enginehouse and built a shelter 4' x 6' x 6' over the
hydrant for frost protection.
Strong winds damaged the roof again in November 1933. General repairs and a new roof of 77 lb. Super
Beaver Vulcanite were completed in April 1942. The coal platform was also rebuilt and repairs made to the
curbing along the water hydrant pipes.
The enginehouse was retired in August 1945 and sold to Norman Schaumann who dismantled the building
and moved the materials on a flatcar to Oneida, Wisconsin.13
Other W-GB Structures at Waupaca
A high unloading platform was built near the depot in 1925. This was for unloading pipe. It consisted of timber curbing filled with gravel. Repairs were made in 1936, but a new, higher platform replaced it in March
1940. A description of the second unloading platform from the B.&B. foreman's log book is presented here:
52 pcs. 7" x 16" x 14' S.H. for deck. 8 pcs. 7" x 16" x 16' S.H. Fir for run off. 10 pcs, 7" x 16" x 13'-6" S.H.
Fir for footings. 16 pcs. 7" x 16" x 13' S.H. Fir for caps. 1 4" x 10" x 14' S.H. Fir. 5lbs. 30 d Galv. spikes. 54
½ " x 12" S.H. ship spikes. 14 3/4" x 22" D. bolts S.H. 35 treated pile butts for posts 12" to 14" long.
Under AFE No. 265, in November 1923, GB&W boxcar body 1806 was converted into a section tool house
at a cost of $125.14 It was located about 150' south of the enginehouse on the west side of the main line. I
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Second enginehouse
at it’s original
location 1922

W_GB Ry. Yards, first enginehouse, coal dock and depot, 1910.
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The Editor Writes
So why is model railroading such a big part of
railroad historical societies? Well one may ask. “Why
not?” After all, many museums use model to show
historical that are either extinct, too large for indoor
display or both. Really the only difference between
our modest models and those of, say, the
Smithsonian Institute is we also operate ours, more
often than not in a manner that duplicates how the
prototypes were run on the GB&W in years gone by.
And with the latest advances in Digital Command
Control (DCC) and on-board sound systems it is
possible to not only model the real in appearance but
to capture the “feel” of watching a reborn GB&W from
a distance.
When I was knee high to a S-1’s coupler I was
learning about the GB&W by watching those then red
and grey diesels several times a day for two years
from the south facing window in my living room on
Taylor St. The trains looked to be no bigger than “N”
scale in size. But the truth of the matter is those
diesels running east and west across Taylor street
are gone forever in the real world.
Well shucks, I can still live in my HO scale world,
at least for fleeting moments from time to time. Oh
I’m not to get my HO world mixed up with reality. I’m
a tad too old for that sort of thing. But I can push
reality out of my mind for a bit now and then just to
remember the better times of my youth. And those
HO models can truly add to the visual experience.

We are fortunate in this time as all of the diesel
locomotive fleet is available in HO scale. The one
sole exception is the 315, the sole C-430, and it was
available in brass some years ago from Alco Models.
These show up on ebay from time to time and are not
really all that expensive. Everything else is available
in plastic. Yes, most do need some modifications to
be correct especially as regards the rather obvious
dynamic brake equipment on units 309 through the
315. Them who choose the later era of used Alco’s
have it a bit easier as the Hornel units all looked to
have dynamic brakes even though the internal
mechanicals of the system had been removed by GE
before they came upon GB&W rails.
There are plenty of HO DB equipped C-424’s
running around out there carrying the numbers 311 314. Just as there are RS-3’s, RS-2’s, S-1’s and S2’s with the wrong hood doors for the era they are
painted to represent. “Is that such a big deal” he
asks? Well, as a model railroader its ya does what ya
does to please what ya wants. But as an owner of a
historically correct model one should really should go
the extra step. Well, maybe it’s more than just a step.
If one makes use of the currently available models
and parts and can do a bit of cutting, filing and fitting
of pieces of plastic, creditable models can be made
with relative ease. How to make these changes will
be described over the next several issues.
-John Hagen, editor

The Green Bay & Western Historical Society

FRV
The goal of the Green Bay & Western Historical Society, Inc. is to preserve the history of the Green Bay and
Western Railroad and its affiliates. We are preserving historical documents and stories, photographs and
artifacts. Our purpose is to make this information available to our members as well as the public through our
GBWHS newsletter, GREEN BAY and WESTERN LINES. We are a 501c, non-profit, Wisconsin Corporation.
We have a quarterly newsletter, our initial special run model is now on the market, are currently seeking a
restoration project and we are creating our historical archives.
Help is needed, in many forms, from writing articles for our newsletter, helping with the archives and
cataloging the preserved GBW items, to assisting in the restoration of preserved GBW equipment, and
developing accurate models of GBW equipment. We encourage you to join and become part of what we are
building. For more information contact:

Telephone 920-338-0935
Email:
Bob Hainstock at bhtrainman@yahoo.com
Postal Mail: GBWHS c/o Bob Hainstock, 158 Hilltop Drive, Green Bay WI 54301

Here's your chance to get involved in preserving the
history of the Green Bay and Western Railroad!
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The GBWHS, Inc.
Company Store

We have these A&W reefer’s by Accurail in stock. You do
NOT want to miss out this first GBWHS special run car.
Remember there were only five of the prototypes making this

The Engine House Services Kit of the GBW’s Green Bay
Depot and Offices. A laser cut plastic kit of the last version of
the depot and offices, era mid sixties up to the 1977 fire that
destroyed it. This version has the asphalt shingles and fire escape
install during the last rebuilding of the depot.

one of the rarest of them all! Two numbers, 3001 & 3004
(that’s forty percent of the fleet), are available. The price is
$24.95 for one car or $44.95 for both numbers, plus $5
shipping. There is a $2.00 per car discount for members of
the GBWHS. Order one, two or five (we have decals for the
other 3 numbers) of these rare beauties now. I think I can in
all honesty state when last 16 of these cars are gone, they are
gone!
Member’s Price $260

Non Member Price $275

The Green Bay & Western Steam Era
Photo CD
Locomotive Photos from the Roy Campbell Collection
Edited by Thomas E. Burg
A must for GBWHS members,
GBW steam fans or rail fans in general!
This CD contains 167 classic images of
GBW steam from #1 through those
Magnificent 400‘s
Plus other GBW historical information

GBWHS STORE ORDER FORM
(copy this form to preserve your newsletter)
Mail your order to:

Available through your

GBWHS
$15.00 Member Price ($20 non-member) + 3.00 s/h
Published by
Merrill Publishing Associates, P.O. Box 51, Merrill, WI 54452

REFERENCE MATERIALS
DRAWINGS
The Green Bay Junction yard and depot drawing,
circa 1926.
Norwood Yard Property arrangement
Trackage at Eastman and Quincy St
Track arrangement at Luxemburg
Shipping

$5.00
$4.00
$4.00
$3.00
$4.00

Other items in development stages:
Coming soon! More drawings, plus a GBW right of way
standards book is being developed. This book features track and
sign standards found on the GBW right of way. Prices TBA
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Green Bay and Western Historical Society
158 Hilltop Drive
Green Bay, WI, 54301
Ship to:
Name _______________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________
City_______________________State___ Zip Code __________
Photo CD
_________
Drawings:
GB Jct
_________
Norwood
_________
Eastman & Quincy
_________
Luxemburg
_________
Depot Kit
Please reserve one A&W car for $24.95
or both $44.95
plus total shipping
minus my membership discounts
Total

_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________

