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In the line of our elected government officials

The State of the Green Bay and Western Historical Society
Ladies and Gentlemen, members of the Green Bay and
Western Historical Society, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you again for your support and encouragement for the past year and a half. We have come
along way in that period.
We have had several major accomplishments during 2007:

Our membership has now grown to over 90 members.
We held our first annual meeting on April 28, with
more than 50 members and guests in attendance. We were
honored to have Mr Stan Mailer in attendance and we
made him our first honorary lifetime member. We then
enjoyed a program put on by member and former GBW
conductor Dan Luedke describing his career with the
GBW and then enjoyed some of his movies of the GBW
taken in the early 70’s.
With this issue of GREEN BAY and WESTERN
LINES, we have now published 4 issues of our newsletter.
Prior to this issue, we have been publishing our newsletter
on a home computer printer. We have now switched to
using a commercial printing company. We have also increased the number of pages in GBW Lines, and as more
articles are contributed we can increase the size again.
On May 19, 2007 we became incorporated in the state
of Wisconsin and on December 22, we learned that the IRS
had given its approval for 501(c)(3), not for profit, taxexempt status. Now, any and all donations to the GBWHS
are tax deductible.
As 2008 opens up in front of us, we have a number of
group projects and events on the table.
We are developing our first GBWHS special run car, a
model of the Ahnapee and Western Refrigerator car. We
are hoping that we will have them available this spring at
the Titletown Train Show.
We are slowly starting to develop our archives. A few
items: documents, photographs and slides have been donated so far. Other members have produced some outstanding documents and drawings and loaned them to us.
Some of these items will soon be converted into a digital
format, a further insurance of their preservation. We are
deeply indebted to Dan Luedke and Ross Rossier for having the foresight to save these documents and drawings
when they were able to, and for making them available for
our future reference.
Several members have expressed their desire to see
more activities for our membership to enjoy. In addition to
our upcoming annual dinner (April 26), we are organizing
a picnic and social get together at the Plover Historical
Village to take place in May or early June. The historical
village is the home to the nicely restored GBW caboose
#617, the former Soo Line Bancroft Depot and other historical structures. Other possible activities could be another picnic at either New London or Whitehall. We will
have more details about these events and the annual dinner

in the next issue of GBW LINES or in a special letter to
you by the beginning of April.
A project that would be of major proportions for our
organization and one that has been discussed and considered by some of our members from time to time is now
being given serious consideration by your officers and
some members.
The city of New London has a nice historical village
and park that also features a C&NW depot and other railroad equipment. We have been approached and asked if
we would be willing to assist in raising the money to relocate the GBW’s New London Depot to this same historical
park. We would have an understanding and agreement
with the city that we would then have the use of the depot
for our archives and displays. The estimated costs to relocate the depot and build a new foundation for it range from
$15,000 to $20,000
The idea of this pursuing this project has been kept on
the back burners, pending the approval by the IRS of our
not for profit 501c(3) status which we have now received.
Preliminary discussions with the city of New London
are now underway to determine the feasibility of the
GBWHS to undertake this task. This would be a major
project for the GBWHS to take on, and it would require
the involvement of several dedicated members to accomplish this mission.
Once the depot has been relocated to the New London
Park, wouldn’t a GBW railroad car or caboose really add
to the display and compliment the depot and the railroad
display already there?
within the last week, at literally the last minute, I
learned of the impending dismantling of the WRX refrigerator car located at the National Railroad Museum
(NRM). I immediately took steps to prevent the dismantling of this car. I presented a formal, written proposal to
NRM whereby the GBWHS Inc. would purchase, relocate
and restore last surviving Western Refrigerator Line car.
This would be done using funds donated by me for the express purpose to insure that the effort to save the car could
succeed. Despite the last ditch efforts to offer to purchase
that included removal of the car from their property by
April 15, 2008 and an offer from Western Refrigerator
Lines (Western Repair Service, Inc) allowing the GBWHS
Inc. to store the car on their grounds in Green Bay, our
offer was declined. The NRM is continuing it’s plan to
dismantle and scrap the car. To say that I am disappointed
at the decision made by the NRM management would be
an understatement. But we must move on.
Mark your calendars for our April 26 annual dinner in
Green Bay and plan to visit the Titletown Train Show too.
We’ll be looking for you there.

Bob
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Dan Luedke’s Notes on the GBW
April 27, 2007

Dan Luedke, former conductor on the GB&W, spoke at the
our first annual meeting and banquet about his days on the
GB&W. He also sent me his notes that include his talk and
more. Since every GBWHS member could not attend the
meeting and we have many new members since then. I
have decided to publish his notes, word for word. This is
the first of two or maybe three parts. Enjoy.
-Editor
Bob Hainstock has asked me to give a talk on the years
that I worked on the GBW. I started on the GBW Sept. 28,
1968 and worked up to the last day of it’s existence which
was Aug. 27, 1993, one month shy of 25 years. I then
worked for the WC-FVW 8 years and finally one year for
the CN retiring on Oct. 18, 2002 after 34 years of train service.
So you might ask, how did I choose the GBW to work
for? To be honest, the GBW wasn’t my first choice. As a
matter of fact it wasn’t even my 2nd choice. But I’ve always had an interest in railroads. This goes back to the
mid 50’s growing up less than a block from the Milwaukee
Road main line between GB and Upper Mich.
Through the late 50’s and early 60’s I got to know a lot
of Milwaukee Road trainmen and I figured that some day I
would try railroading as a career. In June of 1967 I graduated from high school but wouldn’t be 18 until October of
that year. My plans were to apply for a train service job
shortly after my 18th birthday in October with the Milwaukee Road. However on October 1, one week before my
18th birthday the U.S. Mail contract with the Milwaukee
Rd. was discontinued. This led to the removal of the RPO
cars off of trains # 9 & 10, The Copper Country Limited.
Because of this, it appeared that these trains were on the
endangered species list and in March of 1968 they were
discontinued. The Milwaukee now had 10 extra train and
engine men in GB. It was obvious that there would be no
hiring there for quite some time. So in April of ’68 I
stopped at the CNW depot in GB and asked the personnel
manager if they were hiring any train service people. He
said they weren’t but there were openings in the MOW
department. He said if I wanted to start there I could and
he would keep me on a train service hiring list to transfer
to at a later date. I said “okay.” So in the middle of April
I started on the CNW MOW department. I worked out of
the coach yard which was just north of the depot. Our section included the coach yard, main line to DePere, Lakeshore Division from Tavil to Bellevue and all the industries in this area. As the summer went on I kept asking
about the train service job and they said that they still were
not hiring. In September I saw John Mogan, my Milwaukee Rd. conductor friend, and he said there would be no
hiring on the Milwaukee for quite some time. He then
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said, “Dan, why don’t you go over to the GBW? They are
a smaller operation but I think they are a really fine outfit
to work for. John was the local chairman for the BRT and
the GBW and Milw. Rd. always had their local meetings
together so John was quite familiar with the GBW operation also. On Sept. 26, 1968 I stopped in at the Mason St.
GBW main office. I was sent up to Superintendent Larry
Knutson’s office and told him I would like a train service
job. I told him I was now working on the CNW MOW
department and was somewhat familiar with railroad operations. He asked if I would prefer road or yard service or
engine service. I said that I would prefer to be home as
much as possible. He said well yard service would be the
best one for that but at the moment we need to hire two
road brakemen. If I wanted to start on the road first I
could and then change to yard service later. I said okay.
So he reached in his desk and pulled out timetable # 89
and GBW rulebook #362 and wrote my name in it with the
date 9-26-68. He then made an appointment for me to take
the company physical the next day, which I did and
passed.
I had to make three student trips and they started on the
night of September 28th. My first trip was on train #2 to
Kewaunee that went to work at 9:30 p.m. I stopped at the
12th Ave. yard office and met conductor Bud Olson. The
rear brakeman was John Switzer and he explained how I
had to go down to the roundhouse and meet the head end
crew. So off I went to the roundhouse where I met engineer Mike Schultz , fireman Jim Thornton and head brakeman Val Campbell. Val showed me how to line up the
switches and take the engines around the east leg of the Y
and then back on to the west leg of the Y. There we coupled on to about 20 cars and red wood-sided caboose #608.
Val explained that we had to now wait for the arrival of #2
from the west as they had the rest of our train to Kewaunee. At about 10:00 rear brakeman Switzer called on the
radio and said #2 had arrived and cut their train off at 13th
Ave. So now we would back up about 15 car lengths and
couple on to #2’s train of 68 cars. We then started pulling
out slowly as conductor Olson and brakeman Switzer
would board the rear caboose at 12th Ave. In a few minutes we were on our way with our 3 engines, 88 cars and
two cabooses. We made our way along Norwood Ave. up
to the McDonald yard past the CNW/Broadway tower and
over the Fox River Bridge. At Haevers we passed the
GBW 245 job which was backed in near the Cheese House
area. Up until now our speed was about 10 mph but as we
passed Haevers our speed increased. At Danz Ave., which
is the last crossing on the east side of GB, we were going
about 25 mph. Now we were starting the tough pull up to
the summit through the Baird’s Creek area which is part of
the limestone ridge known as the Niagara Escarpment.

This dates back to the Glacier era. The uphill pull is about
5 miles and around milepost 8 is an “S” curve and we were
back down to 8-10 mph. there. The fireman said that if
you’re going to stall, this is where it usually happens. But
we made it and as we approached the siding at the Summit
our speed slowly increased and by milepost 11 we were
making the 45 mph speed limit.
New Franken/
Luxembourg and Casco Junction all went by in a blur and
we arrived at the Kewaunee yard limit board at 11:50 p.m.,
36 miles from GB. At the Kewaunee yard we cut our train
in half and pulled the head 40 cars down the switching lead
towards slip #2. There the engines were cut off and we
went back through the long runaround and coupled on the
rear of the 40 cars. By then conductor Olson was there
with the train lists and we started switching out the 40 car
cut. Ann Arbor and C&O cars had to be separated and
placed in the 8 track Kewaunee yard. There were already
a number of cars in the yard from previous trains. There
was an Ann Arbor boat and a C&O boat already docked at
the slips. As soon as we had our 40 cars switched out we
took 3-4 empty boxcars as idlers and went down to pull the
boats. Unloading and loading a car ferry takes about an
hour and 30 minutes. There is a matter of keeping the boat
balanced while doing this and sometimes this takes a lot of
time. We handled both boats and at 4 a.m. another Ann
Arbor boat docked at slip #2. We then unloaded and
loaded that boat also. But before we could leave for GB
we had to switch out the rear 40 cars of our train which
was still on the main line so we had to pull them down into
the yard and run around those and switch them out. We
then doubled our train together which was about 60 cars
and left Kewaunee around 8 a.m. for GB. We tied up in
GB at 10:00. Before I left the yard office, the dispatcher
told me to go home and sleep fast as my second student
trip would be on #1 that afternoon. So I went to bed at
about 10:30 a.m. and at 3:30 p.m. I was on my back to the
yard office. #1 was called for 4:30 p.m. and I met the crew
and went down to the roundhouse again to get the engines
which were the 311 and 312. We made our air test and
doubled over three tracks and left town with 65 cars, some
of which came in from Kewaunee in the morning. #1 and
#2 at this time were actual time freights. They ran from
GB to Wisconsin Rapids and changed crews. There were
no stops other than a few minutes to meet other trains. We
left GB at 5:00 p.m. The speed limit was 49 mph and we
had no problem maintaining that. At Black Creek we had
to slow down to 20 mph until the engines crossed over the
Soo Line diamond and then we could increase our speed to
49 mph again; the same thing at New London over the
CNW crossing. #2 was in the siding at New London so
there was no delay there and #6 was in the clear at Manawa. At Plover #7 had already left and was tied up in
Wisconsin Rapids. There were no yard limits at Plover
then so we sailed right through there at 50 mph. West of
Plover, Hwy 54 parallels the track for several miles. There
were no automobiles that passed us between Plover and

Wisconsin Rapids. At Wisconsin Rapids we pulled down
the main line to the depot and hung on to the head 16 cars.
They were all for the Rapids and we set them out on #1
track. We cut the engines off and walked over to the depot
and tied up. It was 8:30. Exactly 4 hours and 96 miles
later we were done. The west end Wisconsin Rapids crew
was on duty already and they would take the same engines
and a track of cars plus the rest of our train from GB and
leave for Winona in less than an hour. They would have
about 80 cars to deliver to the CB &Q and Milwaukee. Rd.
by midnight. I headed for the rooming house and a good
night’s sleep.
The next day I returned to the depot by 11:00 a.m. My
third and last student trip would be on the 2 way freights
between Wisconsin Rapids and GB. #8 left Wisconsin
Rapids at 12:30 with RS-2 #304 and about 20 cars. We
got to Plover and did some switching and then went up to
Stevens Point. We did more switching at Stevens Point,
returned to Plover and then left for Amherst Jct. to meet
way freight #5 from GB. We arrived at Amherst Jct.
shortly after 4:00 p.m. #5 was already there switching the
SOO Line transfer. There for the 1st time I saw what
would be the new GBW engines paint scheme. #5 had RS27’s 316 & 317 just repainted in the new red scheme.
They didn’t look too bad as the trucks were still painted
gray and the handrails were yellow with the big GBW
scotch lite lettering on the long hoods. The trains were
swapped except for the engines and cabooses. #7 then departed for Plover with the 304 and the cars #5 brought
from GB. After switching with the 2- RS-27’s train #6
departed Amherst Jct. for GB, but there was much more
switching to be done at Manawa, New London, Shiocton,
Black Creek and Seymour before GB would be reached. I
made a comment to the fireman about the new red paint
job on the 316-317 and he replied “ya how do you like our
Farmall’s?”, referring to the farm tractors of course.
There’s not enough time to cover all the switching that was
done all the way back to GB. Maybe we can do that in
some of the newsletters in the future. But by the time #6
got back to GB around 2:00 a.m. we had nearly 100 cars to
yard. #2 passed us up at Manawa and we met #1 at New
London. At Black Creek we picked up at least 25 cars
from the SOO Line and a 48 car set out from #2 all for GB.
That way #2 would arrive in GB with just boat cars for
Kewaunee as I figured out the 1st night when I went to Kewaunee. With the tie up of #6 in GB I now had my 3 student trips completed.
- Dan Luedke
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Modeling Green Bay Junction
Putting the EHS Green Bay Depot/Offices Kit in it’s Place
By Bob Hainstock
Over the last year, I’ve been very fortunate to have
been involved in many projects and events related to the
Green Bay and Western. But the one that has really inspired the modeler in me was the Green Bay Depot kit produced by Engine House Services. Paul Pascowicz, store
owner and the driving force for this project, had asked for
information about the depot from many people, including
former GBW employees like Dan Luedke, John Poppy and
others, and GBW enthusiasts like yours truly. By studying
the pictures taken by various photographers and having
access to people that actually worked in the depot, we were
able to attain the most accurate model possible. The release one year ago of the model kit for the Green Bay and
Western’s Green Bay Depot and offices provided modelers
of the GBW the cornerstone structure of the Green Bay
Junction Yard. This yard was much more active for than
the more well known Norwood Yard for decades. In fact
the original rails of the GBW’s predecessor GB&LP were
laid in this area in 1871.
In the course of assisting in the research for this model,
I found many photographs also featured the area around
the depot, including three different aerial views. The idea
of building not just the model of the depot, but the entire
Green Bay Junction Yard became possible.
But the real clincher for me to begin this project was
literally handed to me by the previously mentioned Dan
Luedke. I’d gone over to his home to borrow a couple of
pictures when he pulled out a stack of envelopes and
opened the one containing a set of plans for Green Bay
Junction yard from 1925. Dan had been unable to find the
drawings during the research-phase of the depot project,
but now we had them in hand .
These drawings even include the layout of the first
floor of the depot! the drawings showed a complicated
maze of switches and track work. Dan commented that the
actual tracks did not look the way that the drawing depicted. And the aerial photographs also confirmed that the
track layout was quite a bit simpler than what was depicted
in the drawing.
Wanting a different display for the GBWHS booth at
the 2007 Trainfest in Milwaukee and having possession of
the 1925 plans for the arrangement of the yard and first
floor of the depot, I decided to build a diorama of the yard
featuring the depot. Dan loaned me this set of drawings,
and by experimenting on a copier, I was able to enlarge the
drawing to HO scale by enlarging it 139%. This allowed
me to reproduce the curved track in front of the depot and
mark the location of key landmarks such as Mason Street
and the platforms around the building
My first decision was the size of the diorama. Having
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This beautiful HO model of the Green Bay & Western’s
Green Bay depot by Engine House Services is the
cornerstone of this project.
-Editor
developed a sectional concept for my home layout and I
had a couple of frames already built up, I decided to use
the on 3’ X 6.’ This is also the size of the modules in some
of the modular model railroad clubs. I had made several
small copies of the enlarged sections of the big drawing
and then, by piecing them together and laying them out on
the plywood and shifting it around to optimize the portion
of the yard that I could actually model in the area available. By settling on a position that utilized a good portion
of the plan that I had, but shifted north, I could fit the
C&NW main, the depot, and the start of the yard lead, plus
the complicated switches and diamonds (track crossings) at
the actual junction with the C&NW double track mainline.
The drawings did not include the actual diamonds but I did
have the aerial pictures to work from in order to get the
proper feel for the model.
Working from the aerial photographs of the yard, I was
able to come pretty close to the actual track layout using
regular Atlas track components. I chose Atlas track components simply because they are available in nearly every
hobby store and are less expensive than other brands. If
you wish to substitute another brand of track you may have
to modify the track arrangement slightly to make things fit.
My goal with this model project was to “capture the feel”
of the area, not to necessarily be 100% accurate. To do that
would have involved scratch building most of the track
switches and diamonds which is something that I did not
have the desire or time to do.
Going with the possibility of using this diorama in a
modular club’s layout one day, I placed the C&NW double
track at four and six inch track centers from one side first
in order to match this measurement common to the modular clubs that I have been a member of. Then I positioned

the diamonds. I experimented with different angles of
crossings and settled on 45O crossings to start. With that
diamonds location fixed, I then marked out the location of
the depot using the drawing copies.
Working with a selection of Atlas track components
that I had on hand for my home layout worked the track
arrangement from my fixed starting point (the diamonds)
to determine the location and curvature of the passenger
platform on the GBW side of the depot. I found, with a fair
amount of experimentation what worked and looked best
for depicting the area around the depot, laying the switches
and diamonds in what appeared good, then walked away
from the model for a couple of hours and then came back
to it, in order to see the track layout with fresh eyes. This
meant that I actually arranged the track several times with
different switch numbers (#4, #6 and #8) and different
crossing angles before I found a combination that seemed
to be the best of the possible arrangements, as seen in the
photo on the right. The C&NW double track is to the right
side of the picture. The pencil is sitting on the rectangle
base of the depot kit.
The tracks across the lower portion of the picture to the
left side of the picture are the leads to the C. Reiss coal
terminal, the single track in the lower center of the picture
leading toward the camera is the lead to the auto docks and
warehouses.
I used several lengths of flex track, five wye and six #6
track switches, and three 45 degree crossings. After painting the sides of the rails and weathering the tries with
Flquil rail brown and tie brown colors and letting the paint
dry, I ballasted the tracks with GBW limestone and
C&NW pink lady ballast produced by Dale Kuhn (http://
www.greatdecals.com/Scale.htm). Woodland Scenic’s
ground foam and trees rounded out the scenery materials.
Styrene was used to create the platforms surrounding the
depot and Mason Street Road.
The Mason Street Road portion has not been completed
and there is still a fair amount of work to do before this
module is completed.
It will take more sections in order to include the C
Reiss facilities and the actual yard, but these sections, covering the junction, depot and offices, provide a great starting point for modeling the GB&W in Green bay.
-Bob Hainstock

Editor’s Note
I inserted a portion of the 1936 Sanborn map from Issue #2
on the right. It shows just how good a job Bob did in “HO
Scaling” his modules.
-John

N
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ROAMER PHOTOS BY
ANDY LAURENT
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EQUIPMENT STATUS UPDATES:
Jesse J. Fameree

GBW CABOOSE 114

- J. J. Fameree 2007

The trail of where GBW Bay-Window caboose 114
ended up went cold for a few months. The 114 was still in
service on the CN in Manitowoc, Wisconsin (On former
CNW Lakeshore Subdivision tracks, and eventually the
Fox River Valley RR). 114 was primarily used for the
shove north to Rockland to service the cement plant and
fertilizer dealer. CN was looking to dispose of the aging
caboose and found a buyer. The 114 went out on a flatbed
and the last time it was spotted was on HWY 10 headed
west through Appleton. After the “All Points Bulletin”
went out to the GBW members the hunt was on for this
elusive caboose. Finally, in June, a group member reported
that the caboose ended up at J.R. Larsen salvage out of
Wauywega, WI (the site of the infamous WC derailment).
Well, curiosity got the best of me and I took a trip over
there to talk with the new owners. Unfortunately the owner
J. R. Larsen passed away last August and left behind a
scrap yard filled with rail cars and railroad memorabilia.
Mr. Larsen provided transportation services of railcars for
both the rail companies and private collectors. I discussed
with the current owner of the business the future of 114,
and he said that there is a gentleman from Indiana who is
possibly going to take possession but has personal issues
and another caboose purchase to deal with at the present
time. The JR Larsen employee said that for now 114 is
going to be dropped in the yard to free up their custom
built rail car moving trailer/dolly for other jobs around the
Midwest. When inquiring about the price of the caboose, a
figure of $15,000 is what was presented. The scrap value
put on the caboose is roughly $6,000-$8,000. This would
not be a purchase kind to any rail collector’s pocketbook.
I have been invited back to view the caboose more thoroughly once it is on the ground and to search through the
yard for any treasures. Stay tuned for more updates on the
remaining GBW Cabooses… [ Authors note: supposedly
there is another family from Indiana who owns a GBW
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caboose in Upper Michigan, it seems that a status symbol
in Indiana is owning a GBW rolling stock item….I should
consider moving there.
GBW BOXCAR 22090

- J. J. Fameree 2007

At the same salvage yard (J.R. Larsen) they have GBW
Boxcar 22090 sitting on its original trucks in the yard.
Right now the former GBW Plug-Door boxcar is serving
as a storage unit for the yard. The owner said he has no
plans to scrap the car and is happy with the way it is keeping his equipment protected. You can tell that this car has
seen its better days. I was surprised to find two GBW
treasures in one place! The 22090 was originally built in
August of 1970 for Fruit Growers Express, the 22090 is
51’-1” Inside length with a Capacity of 4843 cu ft and a
139000 lb weight capacity. 22090 joined the only other car
in the series, 22091, on the GBW roster in 1972 and remained through the sale to the WC.
GBW GONDOLAS

- Bob Gile, 2002
Courtesy Mark Mathu’s Green Bay and Western Lines
http://www.greenbayroute.com/

Four GBW gondolas still remain in use on the Canadian National in company materials service. For the past
three months cars GBW 32, 34, and 37 have been making
round trips from Proctor, MN to be loaded and then ending
up in Iowa, usually near Waterloo. GBW 22 on the other
hand has been making its way from central Illinois to Louisiana, and Kentucky presumably in company materials
service as well.

GBW X-190

- Bob Hainstock 2007

Still in Service for the CN. Unit is at North Green Bay
Yard, hasn’t been used in over a year.
WC/FRVR 2500

- Robert Schoneman 1989

As of December 2007 2500 came into Green Bay on
the CN’s Stevens Point to Green Bay “Push-Pull” (A415A416) and was placed onto 442, made the trip to Markham
Yard and finally ended up at Homewood. 2500 is officially
listed as “retired” The WC upgraded the 2500, after the
unit’s fourth electrical fire in its life, to SD39-Q specs. Q
designates that it received the Q-Tron electronics package.
Formerly FRVR 2500 nee Maryland Midland 2500 and
built for the Southern Ry. as 2500. Also see cover photo.
- Jesse J. Fameree

Traffic World
February 27, 1953
Mark Mathu Collection
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POOR MEMBER RESPONSE TO THE
GBWHS YAHOO GROUP
The yahoo group owned by the GBWHS for the
express purpose of disseminating information of interest to
all members has very limited success as of this date. We
now have a membership of close to one hundred (I count
96) most of which have email addresses but only thirtythree have joined the group. This is a problem that became
obvious to all but the unconscious during the past rush to
get a proposal before the NRM regarding the possible
purchase/restoration of WRX reefer #9000, the last such
car in existence (More on the NRM and this proposal in
my column). There was much discussion of how/if/should
this proposal be made. Unfortunately this discussion was
among maybe half-a-dozen members of our society. When
Jesse started a poll on the question, there were twelve
votes. Twelve votes is only 37% of the group membership,
just 12.5% of the society membership. Yes, I understand
that there will never be 100% involvement in this or any
group. We live in a world that is evolving too fast for
many of us to keep up, or even want to attempt to keep up.
We all need something in our lives that allow us to relax
and enjoy our special interests. Enjoyment of trains,
whether as modelers and/or foamers, is a hobby,
something that infinitely ought to qualify as a relaxive
action. On the other hand, I have to wonder if the GBWHS
had entered into an agreement that could ultimately run
into dollars spent in the four digit range AND many hours
of volunteered labor, if the response form the membership
would have been more vocal.
Yes, I believe that it is the best interests of even the
most laid-back member to belong to the Yahoo group. It
only takes a couple of minutes to sign up, there are no
charges of any sort involved and you can determine how
many, or any, emails you will receive. Your email options
are individual emails (you receive an email for each item
posted to the group), daily digest (You receive one email a
day listing the subject line of all the days postings and you
can pick which ones you want to read), special notices
(you will only receive postings marked as such) and web
only (no emails, you must go the group site to read the
posts). I have individual emails for this group but I belong
to several others, some I also opted for individual, others I
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get daily digests or even only special notices on a couple. I
tried web only but found it too easy to miss goings on that
I wanted to be aware of. I recommend either individual or
daily digest.
As I mentioned, your level of involvement is entirely
up to you, there are no requirements to meet nor will there
be any recriminations. Just be aware that in the past two
weeks a subject that desperately needed member input was
all over the group and the response/guidance received was
poor indeed. If this is the first you have heard of the WRX
reefer situation or the following projects, you really need
to go to http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/gbwhs/ and
join up.
POSSIBLE GBWHS PROJECTS
ARTICLE II
PURPOSE
Section 1 Purpose The purposes of this corporation are:
The purpose of the organization is to preserve the history
of the Green Bay and Western Railroad, its subsidiary and
connecting lines, and their predecessors. It will be done
through preserving historical documents, recorded
historical stories, photographs, equipment, artifacts and
models. This information will be made available for
educational purposes to the public, as well as to our
members
This excerpt from the GBWHS bylaws authorizes us to
preserve just about anything related to the Green Bay and
Western Railroad and it’s predecessor and successor lines.
How impressive would it be to visit a railroad museum
or a railroad oriented display in a municipal park and see a
car, caboose. Locomotive or whatever on display. Looking
gooooooood, and sporting a sign reading “Courtesy of the
Green Bay and Western Historical Society, Inc”. You can
have booths at every railroad paraphernalia/model train
show in the country and you will NOT get the exposure
that a (visually) restored box car that is in the public eye
will. Such a display is an indication that the responsible
organization is legitimate. A paper handout is helpful,
necessary and basic but consider if you will how much
more of a “grabber” that freshly painted caboose would be.

Plus, one can always include a photo of it on the pamphlet!
Listed below are some of the possible projects as
discussed on the GBWHS Yahoo group.

WOOD BAY WINDOW CABOOSE #605

WRX REEFER #9000

-Bob Hainstock 2007

-Greg Castora

This is the current hot item. With a counter proposal
from the NRM on the table, this is the best possibility AS
THIS IS WRITTEN Sunday February 10, 2008

Here is a project close to my heart. However, it would
have to be moved from it's present location in “Da U.P.”
This is another piece of GB&W history that really needs to
be preserved by someone.
NEW LONDON STATION

GBW WOOD BOX CAR #6158

-Jesse J. Fameree

This is a project that the NRM keeps suggesting we do.
However, the conditions they would impose are not
favorable.
REPAINT C-430 #315

- Bob Hainstock Collection

Here is a historical structure that needs restoration. It
would have to be moved but there is a location in New
London where it could be placed and restored on-site.
Sounds like too big a project? Keep in mind that there are
grants available for the restoration of historic buildings
would not be applicable to a rail car.
WHITEHALL STATION

-Greg Castora

Another historic GB&W structure. There has also been
talk about doing something regarding this building. Keep
in mind that this building has been maintained, is listed on
the National Register of Historic Buildings, is already on a
permanent site and the City of Whitehall has plans to make
it into a museum. We need to put our efforts into projects
on the “endangered list”.

Also at NRM. Their management is against this project.
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The Editor’s Corner
The National Railroad Museum
Or

How to run a Train Theme Park
Blasphemy! How dare you call our very own railroad
museum, the NATIONAL Railroad Museum, no less, a
train theme park. Well, I just calls them as I sees them.
First, that National part of the title. When this thing was
first starting up, some Wisconsin legislator added a rider to
a carefully selected pork-barrel bill wending it’s way
through congress to designate that new train museum in
Green Bay, Wisconsin (You know, where the Packers
play) as the National Railroad Museum (NRM for the remainder of this column). There was no big deal hearing
about it, there were and are no federal funds involved nor
were or are there any federally enforced rules or regulations involved, other than the usual OSHA, American Disability Act, etc. Nothing to make it “THE” NRM other
than those eight letters.
I looked up the word “museum” in Webster’s and it
said; “an institution devoted to the procurement, care,
study, and display of objects of lasting interest or value;
also : a place where objects are exhibited”
About forty years ago Western Refrigerator Lines
(WRX) donated two cars, one WRX #9000 to the NRM
At the time of the donation number 9000 had just under
gone an exterior restoration and was fully repainted and
lettered using WRX paint. WRX even included all the lettering stencils. All the NRM had to do was basic maintenance to keep the car in good condition. Mr. Edward
(Ward) Miller of Western Repair Services, successor to
WRX,, said they even donated money to be used for upkeep of the car for the next several years. Mr. Miller did
state that they allowed the NRM “some wiggle room” for
use of the funds donated. However, after several years of
no maintenance they discontinued the donations. It had
become apparent that the car would never receive any
maintenance at all. And there is that nagging story that the

former SP ALCO switcher was painted in GB&W colors
using monies donated to return the engine to it’s original
SP livery.
During the week of Jan. 27 to Feb. 2, 2008, the Green
Bay and Western Historical Society, Inc. through the heroic efforts of Bob Hainstock, made an official offer to the
National Railroad Museum to purchase the WRX reefer
for the sum of $1500.00, with a commitment to remove it
from their property by April 15, 2008
We were told we would receive their answer on Monday Feb. 4. Well, Mr Michael E. Telzrow very kindly took
some of his precious time on Saturday, Feb 2, to decline
our offer, stating that “The matter is now closed”.
Mr. Telzrow did a through, in-depth study of said proposal that took about fifteen seconds longer than the time
necessary to read it. Fortunately, cooler heads at the NRM
have prevailed and we did receive a counter offer. Unfortunately, it now appears that we will not be able undertake
the project.
From Telzrow’s reply, “Your project does not demonstrate a minimal probability of success, and there are a
multitude of uncertainties inherent in your proposal”.
Demonstrate a minimal probability of what. Of preserving
rather than scrapping the car? Some how, the idea of a museum letting it’s artifacts rot to almost the point of no return and then scrap them does NOT meet the criteria set
forth in Webster’s definition.
Take a look of the NRM website. There is neither a
mission statement or anything relating to it’s purpose in
life. Their recent actions indicate little or if any concern for
historical accuracy or preservation of anything not glamorous enough to attract the mass market. I see it being operated as a theme park with it’s only intention is that of providing entertainment. If the history of railroading gets in
the way, well that’s just the way it is. Reportedly, the SP
switcher was painted/lettered for the GBW due to a desire
to develop local Interest. I can’t wait to see the Big Boy
redone as KGB&W # 408.
- John Hagen, Editor

Traffic World, October 10, 1953. Mark Mathu Coll
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The Green Bay & Western Historical Society

FRV
Here's your chance to get involved in preserving the
history of the Green Bay and Western Railroad!
The Green Bay & Western Historical Society is a new organization to preserve the history of the Green Bay
and Western Railroad and its affiliates. We are preserving historical documents and stories, photographs and
artifacts. Our purpose is to make this information available to our members as well as the public through our
GBWHS newsletter, GREEN BAY and WESTERN LINES.
We have filed for IRS non-profit 501c status. In addition to publishing our newsletters, we will be
coordinating projects such as special run models and equipment restoration. We are creating our historical
archives.
Help is needed, in many forms, from writing articles for our newsletter, helping with the archives and
cataloging the preserved GBW items, to assisting in the restoration of preserved GBW equipment, and
developing accurate models of GBW equipment. We encourage you to join and become part of what we are
building.

For more information contact:
Email:
Bob Hainstock at boblh@new.rr.com
Telephone 920-338-0935
Postal Mail: GBWHS c/o Bob Hainstock, 158 Hilltop Drive, Green Bay WI 54301

Make plans now to attend the 2nd Annual Meeting of the
Green Bay and Western Historical Society, Inc.
Saturday, April 26, 2008
An evening of fun, food and camaraderie with the membership of our “Great Society”.
We have again scheduled this event to coincide with the

Titletown Train Show
Northeastern Wisconsin Premier Train Show
Visit our booth at the show
The Green Bay & Western Steam Era
Photo CD
Locomotive Photos from the Roy Campbell Collection
Edited by Thomas E. Burg
A must for GBWHS members,
GBW steam fans or rail fans in general!
This CD contains 167 classic images of
GBW steam from #1 through those
Magnificent 400‘s
Plus other GBW historical information
Available through your

GBWHS
$15.00 Member Price ($20 non-member) + $2.50 s/h
# 17 at the Green Bay Depot

ROY CAMPBELL collection
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